















































































































































































































































MANAGEMENT

Management committee

Professor MI Wingfield (Chairman)

Professor BD Wingfield

Prafessor K Kunert

Profassor L Korsten

Assoc Professor D Berger

Assoc Professor A-M Oberholster

Assoc Professar TAS Aveling

Assoc Professor TA Coutinho

Dr A Viljoen

Dr Z Myburg

Dr G Marais

Or N Labuschagne

Dr ] Roux

Or P'Govender

i B Hurley

Eduard Venter (Postgraduate student representative 2001)
Schalk van Heerden {Postgraduate student representative 2002}
Gavin Hunter (Postgraduate student representative 2003)

Advisory committee

Professor R Crewe, Deah of the Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences
Professor H Huismans, Head of the Dept of Genetics

Professor TE Cloete, Head of the Dept of Microbiology & Plant Pathaology
Professor J Verschoor, Head of the Dept of Biochemistry

Assoc Professor M Meyer, Head of the Dept of Botany

Professor C Reinhardt, Head of the Dept of Plant Production

Professor § Micolson, Head of the Dept of Zoology & Entomolagy

Professor C Machethe, Hezd of the Pastgraduate Scheol for Agriculture & Rurzl
Development

Professor M Wingfield, Chairman

Board of Control

Dr C Seele, Chairman of NCT, Vice -President of the South African Wattle Growers. Unian,
Directar of CTC

Mr M Edwards, Executive Director, Forest Owners Association

Prof 1 Malherbe, Vice-Rector (Resesarch)

Prof R Crewe, Dean of the Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences

Prof MJ Wingfield, Director of FAB]
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Some social highlights in FABI
2002/2003

Annual SPOOF* meeting

*Society for the Publication of Outrageous Findings
Theme: Vikings

Rodrigo Ahumada, Sonja and Wilhelm de Beer and
Rose Viser front

Irene Barnes, Rodrigo Ahumada, Rene Jacabs and
Dilzara Agayehu
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Year end function 2002

A !
Carles and Claudia Rodas, Maria-Noel Cortinas and Michael
Cunningham

Stéfan Fouché and Joanne W
Maidoo and Danie Theron

Back row: Irene and Kevin Barnes, Bongani Maseko, Gavin
de Vos, Ronald Heath

Front row: Jolanda Roux, Gavin Hunter, Barbara Nel,
Lorenzo Lombard and Leon Labuschagne



Is FABI becoming "FABYLON"?

A stranger walking through the passages of the Forestry and Agricultural
Biotechnology Institute (FABL) on the main campus of the University of Pretoria,
might wonder if he/she has not perhaps rediscovered the Babylon of old? This
impression would arise due t¢ the |large number of fereign Post-doctoral fellows,
Masters and PhD siudents that populate FABI, Of course, the many South Africans
spesking a wide array of local languages contribute to this, not unpieasant,
cacaphony, In September this year, an informal survey was conducted on the

FABITEAM listserver to determine exactly how many languagss are currently spoken
in the Institute. Of the 66 people who responded to the gquestionnaire, all but one
FABIAN, speaks two or more |anguages. And it is known that the one persen who
recorded that she speaks only English, understands Afrikaans perfectly welll The
person who speaks the mest languages in FABI, is South African PhD student
Bongani Masekdg, who speaks ning |languages. Than there are seven FABIANS who
each speak six languages, five speak two languages, four speak four languages,
twelve speak three, and the remaining 34 speak two languages. The langusges
spoken (numbers of people in brackets) included: from South Africa: Afrikaans (305,
Zuld (5}, Xhosa {4), 5-Sotho (4}, Tswana (4), N-Sotho (2), Swazi {2}, Ndebele (1),
Hirndi (1}, The number of Afrikaans speaking people ssems high, but this s mainly
because almest all the African language speakers 2lso speak Afrikaans as a second or
third language, while very few of the Afrikaans speaking students speaks any of the
native African languages. FABIANS from the remainder of Africa speak the following
lanquages: Ambharic (3), Oromigna (2), Swahill (1), Luganda (1), Shona (1), Tonga
(1), Chewa (1), Ndebele (1), Herero (1). Those from Europe and Asia: German (7),
French (3), Azerbaijanian (1), Russian (1}, Turkish (1), Serbian (1), Portuguese (1),
Italian {1}, Chinese (1), FABIANS from South America: Spanish (&), All of the

respondents speak English, which is also the operational language in FABL In

celebration of the internatienal flavour in FABRI, the FABI Christmas card for the 2002
festive season include the season’s greetings in 22 of the 28 languages spoken in
this very multicultural institute.

B bl o =

FABI Christmas Card 2002
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