Although this wasp is probably native to
Australia, its Australian distribution is still
unknown. Presently, the wasp is reported
from Algeria, Iran, lsrael, Italy, Jordan,
Kenya, Morocco, Spain, Syria, Tanzania,
Turkey and Uganda. Suitable hosts for this
insect include E. camaldulensis, E.
globulus, E. gunii, E. grandis, E. botryoides,
E. saligna, E. robusta, E. bridgesiana,
E.viminalis and E. tereticornis.

Description of the insect

The female is a small wasp with average
length of 1.2mm. The head and body are
brown in colour with a slight to distinct
blueto green metallic shine. Onlyfemales
have emerged from rearing procedures
and not a single male has been recoded,

WHetwner e galls are present on mne
leaves or on the stem.

Stage 5 is characterized by emergence
holes of the wasps where the colour
changes to light brown on the leaf and
red on the stem.

Currently no control measures are avail-
able against this insect. Researchersin
Israel and Australia are looking into the
possibility of finding biclogical control
agents. Foresters in South Africa are
asked to keep their eyes open for any type
of gall formation, deformation of leaves
etc. on young Eucalyptus growth. Please
report any such symptoms to the TPCP
Please be very careful in what type of plant
material is moved from countries north
of our borders.

Multiple galls and insect exit holes on
a severely damaged leaf

Deformed leaves and shoots
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