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MICHAEL J. WINGFIELD 

 
1. PERSONAL PARTICULARS AND BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 
 
1.1 Work Address 
 
 Forestry and Agricultural Biotechnology Institute (FABI) 
 Faculty of Biological and Agricultural Sciences 
 University of Pretoria 
 Pretoria 0002 
 South Africa 
  
 Phone: +27 (012) 420 3939 / 420 3938 
 Fax:  +27 (012) 420 3960 
 Email:  mike.wingfield@fabi.up.ac.za 
 www: http://www.fabinet.up.ac.za (FABI) 
  http://www.fabinet.up.ac.za/index.php/people-profile?profile=1022  
  (personal site)  
 
1.2 Personal Particulars 

 
Born 21 April 1954 at Warner Beach, Natal, South Africa, Professor in FABI and Advisor 
to the Executive of the University of Pretoria.  Married 15 December, 1979 to Brenda D. 
Fairbairn (B.Sc.Med., Hons. Biochemistry, Cape Town; M.Sc. Biochemistry, Minnesota; 
Ph.D. Microbiology, Stellenbosch, Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences and 
Professor, Department of Genetics, University of Pretoria. 
 

 
1.3 Education 
 
 2008 Harvard University, Harvard Business School, Advanced Management 

Programme 175. 
  
 1980 - 1983 University of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN 55108, USA. 

Degree: Ph.D., December 1983. 
Major: Plant Pathology. Minor:  Entomology. 
Dissertation: "Ecology of the pine wood nematode, Bursaphelenchus 
xylophilus in the North Central United States". 
 

1978 - 1979 University of Stellenbosch, Stellenbosch 7600, South Africa. 
  Degree: M.Sc., December 1979 (degree cum laude). 
   Major: Plant Pathology. 
  Thesis: "Some forest tree diseases in South Africa". 
 
1977  University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg 3201, South Africa. 
   Degree: B.Sc. Honours, December 1977. 
   Major: Plant Pathology. 
  Report: "Fungus diseases of Arachis hypogea in Pietermaritzburg." 

 
1974 - 1976  University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg 3201, South Africa. 

  Degree: B.Sc., December 1976. 
  Majors: Botany and Plant Pathology. 
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1.4 Employment 
 

1978 - 1980 Agricultural Researcher, Plant Protection Research Institute, 
Stellenbosch, South Africa. Responsible for establishing a Forest 
Pathology programme in South Africa. 

 
 1980 - 1983 Research Assistant, University of Minnesota, St. Paul MN55108, USA. 
 

1984 - 1986 Senior Agricultural Researcher, Plant Protection Research Institute, 
Stellenbosch 7600, South Africa.  Responsible for the forest pathology 
programme in South Africa. Other Responsibilities included 
administering a Forest Pathology programme (eight staff) and teaching 
University classes on an ad hoc basis. 

 
1986 - 1988 Assistant Specialist Scientist, Plant Protection Research Institute, 

Stellenbosch 7600, South Africa.  Promotion on merit to post dedicated 
to research.  Ad hoc teaching responsibilities and advisorship of post 
graduate students in Forest Pathology. 

 
1988 - 1990 Associate Professor, Department of Microbiology and Biochemistry, 

University of the Free State, Bloemfontein 9300, South Africa.  Co-
appointment in Department of Plant Pathology, University of the Free 
State. 

 
1990 - 1998 Professor, Department of Microbiology and Biochemistry, University of 

the Free State, Bloemfontein, 9300.  Co-appointment in Department of 
Plant Pathology. 

 
1994 Visiting Professor, Department of Plant Pathology, Iowa State 

University, Ames, Iowa, U.S.A. 
 

1994  Mondi Professor of Forest Pathology, ad hominum chair sponsored 
by Mondi Business Paper Co. Ltd. (1994).  Chair reinstated at the 
University of Pretoria, 1998 and extended for three year term.  Extended 
2001 for a three year term and in 2004 and 2008 for five year terms. 

 
1998 - 2001 Professor and Founder Director, Forestry and Agricultural 

Biotechnology Institute (FABI), University of Pretoria, South Africa. 
 

2000  Visiting Scientist, CSIRO Division of Forestry and Forest Products, 
Canberra, Australia.  June 2000 - December 2000. 

 
2001 - 2018 Reappointed Director of Forestry and Agricultural Biotechnology 

Institute (FABI), University of Pretoria, South Africa without fixed term. 
 

2004 - 2018 Appointed as Director of the National Research Foundation (NRF), 
Department of Science and Technology (DST), Centre of Excellence in 
Tree Health Biotechnology.  One of the first six CoE’s to be established 
within the South African Science system in June 2004. 

 
2006    Visiting Professor, Murdoch University, Perth, Australia.  July-August, 

2006. 
 
2009    Visiting Professor, University of California, Davis, USA. July-December 

2009. 
 
2019-onwards  Professor in FABI and Advisor to the to the University of Pretoria’s 

Executive reporting to Vice-Principal for Research, Prof. Sunil Maharaj. 
2019 - 
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1.5 Awards and Honours 
 
 Appointed to Sigma Xi Honour Society, 1982. 
 
 Recipient of the Foundation for Research Development (FRD) Presidents Award for 

Young Scientists, 1989 - 1992. 
 
 Recipient of 1990 Merit Certificate of the South African Association for the Advancement 

of Science for achievements in research. 
 
 Finalist in the Four Outstanding Young South Africans (FOYSA) programme, 1992. 
 
 Foundation for Research Development (FRD) comprehensive grant holder, 1993-1996. 
 
 Elected Fellow of the Southern African Society for Plant Pathology, January 1995. 
 
 Senior Captain Scott Memorial Medal, South African Academy for Art and Science, 1995. 
 
 A- rating of the Foundation of Research Development (FRD) ranked (at the time) 

amongst 43 leading University and Museum scientists in South Africa, September 1996.  
Term of rating set for seven years up to 2003. 

 
 Special merit award of the South African Forestry Institute for contributions to Forestry in 

South Africa, May 1997. 
 
 Awarded the Havenga Prize of the South African Academy for Art and Science for 

excellence in research, 1998. 
 
 Included on a list of 14 South African scientists at Universities and Museums with the 

highest evaluations of the Foundation for Research Development.  April 1998. 
 
 Elected as a member of the Academy of Science of South Africa, April 1998. 
 
 Elected Fellow of the Royal Society of South Africa, September 1998. 
 
 Honoured with the names of four fungi: Leptographium wingfieldii Morelet and 

Sterigmatomyces wingfieldii van der Walt, Asterina wingfieldii Hosagoudar and 
Catenulostroma wingfieldii Crous. 

 
 Recipient of the National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) award for Outstanding 

Contributions to Science, Engineering and Technology in the individual category.  
November 1998. 

 
 Awarded status of Outstanding Academic Performer, University of Pretoria for the terms 
 1998 – 2000; 2001-2003; 2004-2006; 2007-2009; 2010-2012; 2013-2015. 
 
 Appointed to Senate of the University of Pretoria, 1999 onwards. 
 
 Awarded the Hendrik Christiaan Persoon medal, highest honour of the Southern African 

Society for Plant Pathology (SASPP).  Award presented for the third time in 40 years.  
January 1999. 

 
 Recipient of the silver medal of the South African Society for Microbiology, January  
        2000. 
 
 Recipient of the University of Minnesota Plant Pathology, Distinguished Alumnus Award.  

May 2000. 
 
 Recipient of the International Union of Forestry Research Organizations (IUFRO) 

Scientific Achievement Award, October 2000. 
 
 Recipient of the Chancellor's Award for Research, University of Pretoria, May 2001. 
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 Research programme identified as one of South Africa’s first six Centres of Excellence 

in Science, supported by the Department of Science and Technology and National 
Research Foundation, June 2004 onwards.  

 
 Recipient of the South African Association for the Advancement of Science Gold Medal.  

2005. 
 
 Recipient of the University of Pretoria Laureatus Award.  November, 2005. 
 
 Research programme, recipient of the Trust for Human Resources, Industry Partnership 

(THRIP) award for outstanding post doctoral education.  2006. 
 
 Recipient of the Mycological Society of America, Honorary Member Award. August 2007. 

 
Recipient of the Chancellor's Award for Research, University of Pretoria, August 2007.  
First time that this award was presented to the same person for a second time. 
 
Recipient of one of the “100 Leading Minds” awards celebrating the Centenary of the 
University of Pretoria. March 2008. 
 
A1 rating by the National Foundation for Research Development, January 2008.  
 
Elected Fellow of the American Phytopathological Society (APS).  August 2008. 
 
Gold Medal of the Academy of Sciences of South Africa (ASSAf), April 2009. 
 
Biotech Fundi Award for Human Capacity Development, Gauteng Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, South Africa, October 2009. 
 
Trust for Human Resources, Industry Partnership (THRIP) Award for Human Capacity 
Building, November 2011. 
 
Johanna Westerdijk Award of the Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures, Netherlands.  
April/ 2012. 
 
Awarded an Honorary Doctor of Science Degree by the University of British Colombia 
(Canada), November 2012. 
 
Awarded an Honorary Doctor of Science Degree by North Carolina State University, 
USA, conferred, May 2013. 
 
Recipient of the African Union Kwame Nkurumah Science Award, 2013.  Award 
presented at the African Union Headquarters, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, May 2013. 
 
Recipient of the Advanced Leadership Award for Internationals, University of Minnesota, 
2015. 
 
Recipient of the Herschel Medal of the Royal Society of South Africa, 2017. 
 
Recipient of the Chinese Government Friendship Award for 2017, October 2017. 
 
Included in Clarivate Analytics (Web of Science) list of the most highly cited 
researchers globally, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023. 

 
Recipient of the Distinguished Forestry Award of the South African Institute of Forestry, 
May 2018. 
 
Honorary Membership of the International Mycological Association, August 2018. 
 
Recipient of the National Science and Technology Forum Annual Theme Award: Planth 
Health, July 2020. 
 
Awarded an Honorary Doctor of Science Degree by the University of the Free State, 
South Africa, conferred April 2022. 
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Recipient of the Harry Oppenheimer Fellowship Award for 2021, received July 2022. 
 
Recipient of the Hartig-Patterson Award by International Union of Forestry Research 
Organisations (IUFRO) Division 7: Forest Health, Lisbon, September 2022. 
 
Included in the Clarivate Web of Science Highly Cited Researchers list in 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024. 
 
 

1.6 Professional Memberships and Societies 
 
 Southern African Society for Plant Pathology (1978-) (FELLOW-1995) 
 
 British Mycological Society (1979-) 
 
 American Phytopathological Society (1980-) (FELLOW-2008) 
 
 Mycological Society of America (1983-) (HONORARY MEMBER-2007) 
 
 South African Society for Microbiology (1984-) 
 
 South African Experimental Biology Group (1985-1988) 
 
 South African Botanical Society (1986-) 
 
 South African Association of Botanists (1986-) 
 
 Academy of Sciences of South Africa (Elected Member 1998-) 
 
 Royal Society of South Africa (1987-) (FELLOW-1998) 
 
 South African Institute of Ecologists (1987-1992) 
 
 South African Institute of Forestry (1988-) 
 
 South African Wildlife Society (1989-1998) 
 
 South African Association of Biology Teachers (1989-1992) 
 
 South African Association for the Advancement of Science (1990-) 
 
 International Union of Forest Organisations (IUFRO) individual member (1991-2009)  
        and institutional member 2010-onwards; elected as President for the 2014-2019 term.       

Immediate Past President and member of the executive (Management Committee), 
2019-2024. 

 
 Society for Molecular Biology and Evolution, (1993-2007) 
 
 Entomological Society of Southern Africa (1998-) 
 
 



  6 
2. TEACHING EXPERIENCE AND STUDENT SUPERVISION 
 
 
2.1 Classes and Laboratories Taught 
 
 University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.  
 Introductory Plant Pathology Laboratory, 1977. 
 
 University of Minnesota 1980 - 1982. 
 Forest pathology Laboratory 1981 and 1982. 
 Insects in relation to plant disease. Guest lectures 1982 and 1983. 
 
 University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
 Invited lab and lecture on pine wood nematode 1983. 
 
 University of Stellenbosch 1984 - 1991. 
 Forest pathology for Forestry Honours course 1984. 
 Forest pathology, full quarter course 1985. 
 Forest pathology concepts lecture and lab 1986. 
 Forest pathology concepts lecture 1988. 
 Forest pathology concepts course (Approximately 10 lectures and two labs) 1990, 1991, 

1992, 1993, 1994 and 1995 supported by Foundation for Research Development and the 
South African Forestry Council. 

 
 University of the Free State, Bloemfontein. 1989-1998. 
 Mycology 325, Semester course in Mycology to third year students.  1989-1997. 
 Mycology 603, B.Sc.Hons. Course - Advanced concepts in Mycology.  1989-1998. 
 
 University of Pretoria, 1998 onwards. 
 Ad hoc teaching of undergraduate classes and guest lectures in Plant Pathology, 

Genetics and Plant Sciences. 
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2.2 External Examiner 
 
 University of the Free State, Bloemfontein. 
 
 External examiner for M.Sc. of R.Y. Annelich, 1986. 
 External examiner for M.Sc. of E. Venter, 1987. 
 External examiner for M.Sc. of J.L. Bosman, 1987. 
 External examiner for M.Sc. of F.J. de Jager, 1987. 
 External examiner for M.Sc. of J. Rheeder, 1988. 
 
 University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.  
 External examiner, B.Sc. Hons. Epidemiology courses, 1986 - 1991. 
 
 University of Fort Hare. 
 External examiner, M.Sc. of Mr. W.R. Witbooi, 1991. 
 
 University of Durban Westville. 
 External examiner, M.Sc, Mr. V. Singh, 1993. 
 
 University of Stellenbosch. 
 External examiner, M.Sc. Ms D. Victor, 1995. 
 

    University of Oslo, Norway 
 Examiner, Ph.D., P. Krokene,  
 
 University of Tasmania, Australia. 
 External Examiner, Ph.D. Zi Yuan Qing, July 1998. 
 
 University of Western Australia 
 External Examiner, Ph.D. B.J. Smith, June 1999. 
 
 University of Joensuu, Finland 
 External Examiner, Ph.D. H. Viiri, July 2002. 
 
 Murdoch University, Australia 
 External Examiner, Ph.D. A. Maxwell, July 2003. 
 External Examiner, Ph.D.  T. Paap, September 2006. 
 
 University of Helsinki, Finland. 
 External Examiner and Examination Opponent. Ph.D. Tero, November 2004. 
 
 La Trobe University, Australia. 
 External Examiner, Ph.D. P. Barber.  April 2005. 
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2.3   Post Graduate Student Training 
 
2.3.1 Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) Students  
 
 P.W. Crous 2010 - Promoter: M.J. Wingfield 

 Dissertation Topic: Taxonomy and phylogeny of the genu Mycosphaerella and its 
anamorphs. 

  
2.3.2 Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Students (topics do not reflect the exact wording of 

the dissertation titles). 
 
 P.W. van Wyk.  1988 - 1990.  
        Dissertation Topic:  Ultrastructure of ascospore development in Ceratocystis and 

Ophiostoma. 
 
 W.J. Swart. 1988 - 1991. 
 Dissertation Topic: Aspects of the biology and taxonomy of Sphaeropsis sapinea with 

particular reference to variation within the species. 
 
 P.W. Crous.  1990 - 1992. 
 Dissertation Topic: The genera, Cylindrocladium and Cylindrocladiella with special 

reference to their occurrence on plantation trees in South Africa. 
 
 A. Smit, 1991 - 1994. 
 Dissertation Topic:   Diaporthe ambigua with special reference to its pathogenicity on   

fruit trees in South Africa. 
 
 A. Viljoen, 1990 - 1994. (Converted from an M.Sc.) 
 Dissertation Topic:   The pathogenicity and taxonomy of Fusarium subglutinans f.sp. pini 

in South Africa. 
 
 J.P. Rheeder, 1991 - 1994. (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:    A study of the factors associated with the incidence of Fusarium  

moniliforme ear rot in maize in South Africa and Transkei. 
 
 G.J. Marais, 1990 - 1995. (Converted from M.Sc., 1993) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Ophiostomataceae associated with Protea spp. in South Africa and 

their bio geographic significance. 
 
 C. Viljoen, 1991 - 1996. (Converted to Ph.D., 1992) (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic: A taxanomic study of Ceratocystis sensu lato with special reference 

to species associated with Protea infructescences in southern 
Africa. 

 
 F. Swart, 1993 - 1998. 
 Dissertation Topic: Black spot of Mineola Tangelo caused by Alternaria alternata in 

South Africa. 
 
 J.F. Wolfaardt, 1991 - 1999. (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:    Utilization of wood-decay fungi for biokraft pulping of softwood. 
 
 M. Mouton, 1992 - 1993. 
        Dissertation Topic: Conidium development in synnematous anamorphs of 

Ophiostoma. 
 
 C. Linde, 1993 - 1999. 
 Dissertation Topic:    Population structure of Phytophthora cinnamomi  in South Africa. 
 
 C. Witthuhn (nee Strydom), 1995 - 1999 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic: Molecular taxonomy and mating typ genes in Ceratocystis sensu 

stricto. 
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 D.J. Theron, 1992 - 1999 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic: Fusarium dry rot of potatoes: etiology, epidemiology, toxicity and 

control. 
 
 C. Schoch, 1996 - 2000 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic: Phylogenetic relationships and population dynamics of Calonectria. 
  
 L. van Zyl, 1995 - 1999 
 Dissertation Topic:  Factors associated with Coniothyrium canker of Eucalyptus in 

South Africa. 
 
 H. Smith, 1995 - 2001. 
 Dissertation Topic:   Biology of Botryosphaeria dothidea and Sphaeropsis sapinea as 

endophytes of eucalypts and pines in South Africa. 
 
 S. Denman, 1996 - 2002 (Co-advisor). 
 Dissertation Topic:  Botryosphaeria diseases of Proteaceae.  
 
 K. Jacobs, 1996 - 2000.  
 Dissertation Topic:   The genus Leptographium: a criticial taxanomic analysis. 
 
 J. Roux, 1996 - 1999.  
 Dissertation Topic: Diseases of Acacia mearnsii in South Africa with particular 

reference to Ceratocystis wilt. 
 
 E. Steenkamp, 1996 - 2000 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  Molecular taxanomic studies of selected species in the Giberella 

fujikuroi complex. 
 
 N. Zachee (Cameroon), 1996 - 1999 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic: Mycotoxin contamination of maize in relation to insect infestation, 

agricultural practices and agroecology in the Republic of 
Cameroon.  

 
 M. Coetzee. 1997 - 2003 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic: Molecular phylogenetic studies on Amillaria with specific reference 

to southern Hemisphere species. 
  
 D. Fourie, 1998 - 2003 (Co-advisor) 

 Dissertation Topic: Bacterial diseases of dry beans in South Africa special reference to 
common bacterial blight and its control. 

 
 H. Myburg, 1997 - 2003 (Co-advisor). 

 Dissertation Topic:    Molecular phylogenetic studies on species of Cryphonectria and 
related fungi. 

 
 H. Britz, 1997 - 2002.  
 Dissertation Topic: Taxonomy and population genetics of Fusarium subglutinans senu 

lato on pine and mango. 
 
 E. van Jaarsveld, 1998 - 2002. 
 Dissertation Topic: Phytophthora nicotianae on tobacco and its control in South Africa. 
 
 N. Moleleki (Lesotho), 1999 - 2002 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic: RNA viruses of Sphaeropsis sapinea and Diaporthe ambigua and 

their possible use as biological control agents. 
 
 S. van Heerden, 1999 - 2004. 
 Dissertation Topic: Studies on Cryphonectria cubensis in South Africa with special 

reference to mycovirus infection. 
 
 P. Chimwamurombe (Zimbabwe), 1997 - 2001 (Co-advisor) 
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 Dissertation Topic: Molecular plant-pathogen interactions with special reference to 

Eucalyptus grandis polygalacturonase-inhibiting proteins and 
fungal polygalacturonases. 

 
 B. Maseko, 1999 - 2009 (Co-advisor) 
        Dissertation Topic:    Die-back of cold tolerant Eucalyptus associated with Phytophthora 

spp. in South Africa. 
 
 X.D. Zhou (China), 1998 - 2003 
 Dissertation Topic: Taxonomy and biology of Ophiostomatoid fungi associated with 

conifer-infecting bark beetles. 
 
 B. Slippers, 1999 - 2003 
 Dissertation Topic: The taxonomy, phylogeny and ecology of Botryosphaeriacceous 

fungi occurring on various woody hosts. 
 
 M. Visser, 1999 - 2004 (Co-advisor)  
 Dissertation Topic: Molecular biological studies of the Fusarium wilt pathogen of 

banana in South Africa. 
 
 E. Venter 1999 - 2004 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   The molecular characterization of interaction between Fusarium 

circinatum and Pinus patula. 
  
 J.H. Viljoen, 2000 - 2003 (co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Mycotoxins in grain and grain products in South Africa and 

proposals for their regulation. 
 
 J. de Wet, 2000 - 2008 
 Dissertation Topic: Molecular studies on the taxonomy, host associations and viruses 

of the Diplodia-like anamorphs of the Botryosphaeriaceae. 
 
 M. Gryzenhout, 2000 - 2006 
 Dissertation Topic:    Taxonomy and phylogeny of Cryphonectria and allied genera. 
 
 A. van der Merwe, 2000 - 2011 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic: Molecular phylogeny and population biology studies on the 

Eucalyptus canker pathogen Cryphonectria cubensis. 
 
 A. Gezahgne (Ethiopia), 2000 - 2003 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic: Diseases of exotic plantation forestry trees in Ethiopia. 
 
 M. Bogale (Ethiopia), 2000 - 2005 (Co-advisor)  
 Dissertation Topic:    Molecular characterization of Fusarium isolates from Ethiopia. 
 
 M. Marin Montoya (Colombia), 2001 - 2004 
 Dissertation Topic:   Phylogenetic and molecular population biology studies 

Ceratocystis spp. associated with conifer and coffee diseases. 
 
 N. van den Berg, 2001-2004 (co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  Identification of genes associated with tolerance in the Cavendih 

banana selection, GCTCV-218, against Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. 
cubense, ‘subtropical’ race 4. 

 
 S. Lezar, 2001 - 2005 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Assessment and development of micro-array-based DNA 

fingerprinting in Eucalyptus grandis and related species. 
 
 A. Jacobs, 2001 - 2011 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Taxonomy of species within the Gibberella fujikuroi complex. 
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 J. Harrison, 2001 - 2014 
 Dissertation Topic:   Phylogeny of the Pegyline and taxonomy of selected southern 

African Leucopholina (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Melolonthinae), 
with an emphasis on genera of agricultural concern. 

 
 I. Barnes, 2002 - 2009 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Taxonomy, phylogeny and population biology of the red band 

needle blight pathogen and related species. 
 
 S. Mohali (Venezuela), 2002 - 2005 
 Dissertation Topic:   Taxonomy and pathology of Botryosphaeria species and their 

amorphs from Venezuela. 
 
 G. Hunter, 2002 - 2007 
 Dissertation Topic:   Taxonomy, phylogeny and population biology of Mycosphaerella 

spp. occurring on Eucalyptus. 
 
 M-N. Cortinas (Uruguay) 2002 - 2010 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Taxonomy and population genetics of Teratosphaeria causing stem 

cankers on Eucalyptus. 
 
 L. de Vos, 2002 - 2011 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Genetic linkage map and QTL analysis of a cross between 

Fusarium subglutinans and Fusarium circinatum. 
 
 P. Fandohan (Benin), 2002 - 2006 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Fusarium infection and mycotoxin contamination in preharvest and 

stored maise in Benin, West Africa. 
 
 Z.W. de Beer 2002 - 2012 

 Dissertation Topic:  Taxonomy and phylogeny of Ophiostoma spp. with Sporothrix 
anamorphs and their generic relationships in the Ophiostomatales. 

 
 G. Nakabonge (Uganda), 2003 - 2006 (Co-advisor). 
 Dissertation Topic:   A study of Chrysoporthe and Chryphonectria species on Myrtales 

in southern and eastern Africa.  
 
 M. van Wyk, 2004 - 2013. 
 Dissertation Topic:   Phylogenetic relationships and taxonomy of species in Ceratocystis 

sensu lato.  
 
 V. Andjic (Australia), 2004 - 2007 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Phylogeny, phylogeography and movement of Kirramyces spp. 

associated with leaf blight diseases of plantation eucalypts. 
 
 L. Lombard, 2004 - 2010 
 Dissertation Topic:   Phylogeny and taxonomy of Calonectria and its Cylinderocladium 

anamorphs. 
 
 R. Ahumada (Chile), 2004 - 2014. 
 Dissertation Topic: Ecology and management of the pitch canker pathogen, Fusarium 

circinatum in Chile. 
 
 R. Heath, 2004 - 2009 (Co - advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Ceratocystis species in southern and eastern Africa with particular 

reference to Ceratocystis albifundus. 
 
 G. Pegg (Australia) 2005 - 2011 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   The biology, epidemiology and variability of Quambilaria shoot 

blight of Corymbia species. 
 
 D. Pavlic, 2005 - 2010 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Taxonomy and population diversity of Botryosphaeriaceae 

associated with woody hosts in South Africa and Western Australia.  
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 M.A. van der Nest, 2005 - 2010 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Mycelial compatability in Amylostereum areolatum.  
 

A. al Adawi (Oman), 2005-2011 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  Studies on Ceratocystis associated with mango die-back in Oman. 
 
 B.P. Hurley, 2005 - 2010 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Factors influencing the control of the Sirex woodwasps in South 

Africa.  
 
 R. Nadel, 2006 - 2010 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Molecular and chemical ecology of the Eucalyptus pest, 

Thaumastocoris peregrinus.  
 
 G. Mitchell, 2006 - 2012 
 Dissertation Topic:  Reducing the risk of pitch canker disease (caused by Fusarium 

circinatum) to Pinus patula in South Africa. 
 
 W.Bihon Legesse (Ethiopia), 2007 - 2010 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Understanding the global population genetics of Diplodia pinea and 

its life cycle in plantation pines. 
 
 M. Taole (Lesotho), 2007 - 2013 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Phylogenetic reassessment and opulation biology of the 

Eucalyptus pathogen Teratosphaeria suttonii isolated from 
diseased Eucalyptu leaves. 

 
 D. Begoude (Cameroon) 2007- 2010 (Co-advisor). 
 Dissertation Topic:   Characterization of Botryosphaeriaceae and Chryphonectriaceae 

associated with Terminalia spp. in Africa. 
 
 G. Nuekem-Kamgan (Cameroon), 2007 - 2011 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Ophiostomatoid fungi and their insect associates on Eucalyptus 

trees in Australia and South Africa. 
 
 G. Perez (Uruguay), 2007 - 2010 
 Dissertation Topic:   Global genetic diversity of the Eucalyptus leaf pathogen 

Teratosphaeria nubilosa species complex in native forests and 
commercial plantations. 

 
 A. Duran (Chile), 2007 - 2010 
 Dissertation Topic:   Determination and characterization of the causal agent of Pinus 

radiata needle blight in Chile. 
 
 R. Linnakoskii (Finland), 2007 – 2011 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Bark beetle-associated fungi in Fennoscandia with special 

emphasis on species of Ophiostoma and Grosmannia.  
 
 K. Naidoo, 2007 - 2013 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Mitochondrial genomes and concerted evolution in Ceratocystis. 
 
 S.F. Chen (China), 2008 - 2011 
 Dissertation Topic:   Fungal diseases of eucalypts in China. 
 
 G. Dittrich-Schröder, 2008 - 2014 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Molecular ecology and management of Leptocybe invasa 

(Hymenoptera: Eulophidae). 
 
 C. Rodas (Colombia), 2008 - 2013  
 Dissertation Topic:   Important pests and diseases of plantation-grown Pinus and 

Eucalyptus in Colombia and their control.  
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 E. Cruywagen (nee de Meyer), 2008 - 2016 
 Dissertation Topic:   Diversity and taxonomy off fungi infecting species of Adansonia 

(Baobab).  
 
 F. Jami (Iran), 2008 - 2014 

 Dissertation Topic: Taxonomy and ecology of Botryosphaeriaceae associated with 
Acacia karoo in South Africa. 

 
 B.L. Castro (Colombia), 2008 - 2014 (Co-advisor) 

 Dissertation Topic: Diseases of coffee with particular reference to those affecting 
stems and roots in Colombia.  

 
 Q. Santana, 2008 - (Co-advisor) (converted from an MSc) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Development of population genetics of the pitch canker pathogen, 

Fusarium circinatum.  
 
 M. Konkarn (Thailand), 2010 - 2014 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:    Taxonomy of Ophiostomatoid fungi associated with bark beetles in 

Thailand, Bhutan and China. 
 
 T. Duong (Vietnam), 2009 - 2013  
 Dissertation Topic:  Phylogentic and mating type studies on members of the 

Letpographium serpens complex associated with conifer root-
feeding bark beetles. 

 
 M. Bouwer, 2010 - 2015 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:   Identification of semiochemicals from four major insect pests of 

Eucalyptus and Pinus species in South Africa. 
 
 D. Degefu (Ethiopia), 2010 - 2014 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:  Ecology of the cossid moth, Coryphodema tristis on Eucalyptus 

nitens in South Africa. 
 
 G. Fourie, 2010 - 2015 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:    Evolution of mitochondrial genomes in the Fusarium fujikuroi 

species complex.  
 
 M. Mbenoun (Cameroon), 2010 - 2014 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:   Taxonomy and ecology of the Ophiostomatoid fungi on native trees 

in Cameroon and South Africa.  
 
 J. Mehl, 2010 - 2017 
 Dissertation Topic: Taxonomy, ecology and population biology of species in the 

Lasiodiplodia theobromae complex. 
 
 S. Taerum (USA), 2010 - 2015 
 Dissertation Topic:   Origin and diversity of the invasive red turpentine beetle and its 

fungal symbionts.  
 
 M. Wilken, 2010 - 2015 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:    Mating in Ceratocystis. 
 
         M.L. Yin (China), 2010 - 2015 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:    Taxonomic revision of four major species complexes in the 

Ophiostoomatales (Fungi, Ascomycota), with specific reference to 
associates of conifer-infesting bark beetles in China. 

 
 A. Osorio (Colombia), 2011 - 2016 (Co-advisor). 
 Dissertation Topic:    Diseases of mangrove and mangrove associates in South Africa.  
 
 A.  Misse (Cameroon), 2011 - 2016 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:   Studies on the role of mites in the ecology of Ophiostomatoid fungi 

on native African trees. 
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 O. Mlonyeni, 2011 - 2018 (Co-advisor). 
 Dissertation Topic:    Characterization of genetic variability in the Sirex-Amylostereum-

Deladenus symbioses.  
 
 T. Bose (India), 2012 - 2018 
 Dissertation Topic:  Phytophthora species diversity associated with native and non-

native forests in South Africa. 
 

G. Carstensen, 2012 - 2019 (Co-advisor) 
Dissertation Topic: Studies on the ecology of the bacterial wilt pathogen Ralstonia 

solanacearum on Eucalyptus. 
 
 F. Fru (Cameroon), 2012 - 2018 (Co-advisor)  
 Dissertation Topic:   Population genetics and ecology of Fusarium circinatum on Pinus 

species in eastern South Africa.   
 
 L. Jimu (Zimbabwe), 2012 - 2016 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:    Diseases and pests of Eucalyptus species in Zimbabwe with 

particular referece to Teratosphaeria stem canker. 
 
 D.H. Lee (South Korea), 2012 - 2015 
 Dissertation Topic:   Biology of Ceratocystis albifundus and C. pirilliformis in South Africa. 
 
  M. Phasha, 2012 - 2021 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  Pathogenicity factors of Fusarium species.  
 
 M. Simpson, 2012 - 2018 (Co-advisor). 
 Dissertation Topic:    Mating in Ceratocystis fimbriata. 
 
 J. van der Linde, 2012 - 2018 (Co-advisor)   
 Dissertation Topic:   Fungi, insects and abiotic factors associated with the death of 

Euphorbia ingens in South Africa. 
 
 B. Abate (Ethiopia), 2013 - 2017 (Co-advisor) 

Dissertation Topic: Molecular characterisation and evaluation of entomopathogenic 
nematodes in South African forestry plantations. 

 
 O. Adenigba (Nigeria), 2013 - 2020 (Co-advisor) 

Dissertation Topic: The role of peptide pheromones in the biology of Fusarium. 
 

 R.L. Chang (China), 2013 - 2019 (Co-advisor) 
Dissertation Topic:  Taxonomy of the Ophiostomatoid fungi associated with conifer-

infesting bark-beetles in China. 
 

  Z. Human, 2013 - 2019 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  The ecology of actinomycetes in the infructescences of Protea 

repens.  
  
 J. Nagel, 2013 - 2020 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:    Genomics studies on members of the Botryosphaeriaceae. 

 
 J. Aylward, 2014 - 2016 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  Comparative genomics of Knoxdaviesia in the core Cape 

subregion.  
 
 A. Fourie, 2014 - 2019 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Genetic host specificity. 
 
 D. Herron, 2014 - (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  The biodiversity of Fusarium spp. occurring in the commercial  

   forestry industry. 
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 F.F. Liu (China) 2014 - 2019 
 Dissertation Topic: Species diversity and host associations of plant pathogenic 

Ceratocystis species in China.  
 
 J. Hulbert (USA) 2015 - 2020 
 Dissertation Topic:   Surveying the diversity and distribution of Phytophthora species in 

the Cape Floral Kingdom with citizen science. 
 
 R. Mkadawire, 2015 - 2023 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Fusarium species associated with malformed inflorescences in 

Syzigium cordatum.  
 
 J.Q. Li (China) 2016 - 2020 
 Dissertation Topic:    Investigation of taxonomy, mating types and population biology of 

Calonectria species.  
 
 A. Wilson, 2016 - 2019 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  Unisexual reproduction in species of the Huntiella genus. 
 
 F. Balocchi (Chile) 2017 - 2022 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  Investigation into the cause of a serious die-back disease of 

Araucaria araucana and the development of a disease 
management strategy for the problem. 

 
 G. Granados (Colombia), 2018 - 
 Dissertation Topic:   Population genomics of pine needle pathogens of importance to 

forestry in South Africa and Colombia.  
 

 Q.L. Liu (China), 2018 - 2023 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Taxonomy pathogenicity, population diversity and genomics of 

Calonectria species. 
      
 G.Q. Li (China), 2018 - 2024 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:  Diversity and biology of Botryosphaeriaceae species associated 

with Eucalyptus in southern China.  
 
 A. Maduke, 2018 - (Co-advisor) 

Dissertation Topic: Botryiosphaeriaceae in the Macadamia canopy. 
 
 W. Nel, 2018 - 2021 (Co-advisor) 
 Dissertation Topic:   Investigating the Ambrosia beetle-Ophiostomatalean symbioses. 
 
 N. Pham (Vietnam), 2018 - 2023 
 Dissertation Topic:      Studies on the biotic factors associated with Eucalyptus Scab and 
     Shoot Malformation (ESSM) in North Sumatra. 
 
 Marthin Tarigan (Indonesia), 2019 - 2023 
 Dissertation Topic: Emerging pathogens threatening Eucalyptus and Acacia 

sustainable forest plantations in Indonesia. 
 
 Kira Lynn, 2020 - 2025 (Co-advisor) 

Dissertation Topic: Locomotion of Ceratocystis wilt causing a commotion in 
commercial forestry. 

 
W.W. Li (China) 2021 - 2024 (Co-advisor) 
Dissertation Topic:  Species diversity and population biology of Calonectria associated 

with Eucalyptus in southern China. 
 
Cheyenne Theron 2023 - (Co-advisor) 
Dissertation Topic: Diseases of kiwi fruit (Actindia spp.) in South Africa. 
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Yosep Marpaung (Indonesia) 2024 - (Co-advisor) 
Dissertation Topic:   Management of Ganoderma root rot disease on Eucalyptus 

plantations in Indonesia. 
 
Muhammad Agni Saha (Indonesia) 2024 - (Co-advisor) 
Dissertation Tpoic: Diseases of Acacia crassicarapa clonal plantations. 
 
Nike Sinnulingga (Indonesia) 2024 - (Co-advisor) 
Dissertation Topic: Diversity and biology of Leafroller, Strepsicrates Spp. and their 

parasitoid on Eucalyptus plantations in Indonesia. 
 
Alicia van Heerden 2025 – (Co-supervisor) 
Dissertation Topic:  The development of molecular genetic tools for the detection of the 

red root rot pathogen Ganoderma philippi. 
 

 
2.3.3 Master of Science (M.Sc.) Students (thesis topics do not reflect the exact wording 
of final document titles). 
 
 W.J. Swart, 1985 - 1986 (Informally co-advised) 
 Thesis Topic:  Sphaeropsis sapinea with special reference to its occurrence on 

Pinus spp. in South Africa. 
 
 P.W. Crous, 1987 - 1988 (Informally co-advised 
 Thesis Topic:   Foliage diseases of Eucalyptus species. 
 
 E. Conradie. 1989 - 1990 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Cryphonectria canker of Eucalyptus. An important disease in 

plantation forestry. 
 
 N. Nicol, 1989 - 1991 
 Thesis Topic:   The biology and occurrence of Phaeoseptoria eucalypti on 

Eucalyptus species in South Africa. 
 
 M. Mouton, 1990 - 1992 
 Thesis Topic:   Conidium development in Phialocephala anamorphs of 

Ophiostoma and related fungi. 
 
 E. Benade, 1991 - 1993 
 Thesis Topic:   Conidium development in mycelial anamorphs of Ophiostoma. 
 
 C. Linde, 1991 - 1993 
 Thesis Topic:   Diseases of pines and Eucalypts in South Africa associated with 

Pythium and Phytophthora species. 
 
 M. Joubert, 1991 - 1992 
 Thesis Topic:   The epidemiology of powdery mildew on mango Blossoms. 
 
 A. Cilliers, 1992 - 1994 (Co-advisor). 
 Thesis Topic:   Lasiodiplodia theobromae with special reference to its occurrence 

on Pinus seed. 
 
 C. Strydom, 1992 - 1994 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Molecular characterization of isolates of Leptographium wageneri 

and Leptographium lundbergii. 
 
 C. de Beer, 1992 - 1994 
 Thesis Topic:   Ceratocystis fimbriata with special reference to its occurrence as a 

pathogen of Acacia mearnsii in South Africa. 
 
 L. van Zyl, 1993 - 1995 
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 Thesis Topic:   Some factors affecting the susceptibility of Eucalyptus spp. to 

Cryphonectria cubensis. 
 
 H. Smith, 1993 - 1995 
 Thesis Topic:   Botryosphaeria dothidia as a pathogen and endophyte of 

Eucalyptus in South Africa.  
 
 W. de Lange, 1993 - 1996 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Isolation of dsRNA and screening for virulence in infected South 

African isolates of Cryphonectria cubensis. 
 
 J. Roux, 1994 - 1996 
 Thesis Topic:    A preliminary study of the diseases of Acacia mearnsii de Wild in 

South Africa. 
 
 H. (Cassie) Myburg, 1994 - 1997. (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:     Cryphonectria cubensis, a molecular taxanomic and population 

study. 
 
 E. Steenkamp, 1994 - 1996. (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   A preliminary stidy of hypovirulence and dsRNA in Sphaeropsis 

sapinea. 
 
 K. van der Westhuizen 1994 - 1996 
 Thesis Topic:    Ophiostomatoid fungi associate with Spruce and Larch in Europe, 

Japan and North America. 
 
 H. Britz, 1995 - 1997 
 Thesis Topic:   Fusarium subglutinans f.sp. pini: a taxanomic, molecular and 

populations study. 
 
 C. Visser, 1993 - 1999 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Taxonomy of selected species of Ceratocystis and Ophiostoma 

based on molecular evidence. 
 
 Z.W. de Beer, 1993 - 2002   
 Thesis Topic:   Ophiostoma species from hardwood sources in South Africa. 
 
 B. Slippers, 1996 - 1999 
 Thesis Topic:   The Amylostereum symbiont of Sirex noctilio in South Africa. 
 
 S. van Heerden, 1997 - 1999 
 Thesis Topic:   Pathogenicity and variation amongst South African isolates of 

Cryphonectria cubensis. 
 
 B. Maseko, 1996 - 1999 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Oomycetes associated with citrus and Eucalyptus root rot in South 

Africa.  
 
 E. Grimbeek, 1998 - (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Management strategies for panama wilt disease of Banana in 

South Africa. 
 
 N.A. van der Merwe, 1998 - 2000 (Co-advisor)  
 Thesis Topic:  Molecular phylogeny and population biology studies on the 

Eucalyptus canker pathogen Cryphonectria cubensis. 
 
 M. Venter, 1998 - 2000 
 Thesis Topic:  Taxonomy and pathology of a new species of Cryphonectria from 

Eucalyptus in South Africa.  
 
 J. de Wet, 1998 - 2000 
 Thesis Topic:  Studies on the diversity and biology of the pine pathogen 

Sphaeropsis sapinea. 
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 R. Jacobs, 1998 - 2001 
 Thesis Topic:  Characterization of Botryosphaeria species from mango in South 

Africa. 
 
 M. Geldenhuis, 1999 - 2005 (Co-advisor)  
 Thesis Topic:  Studies on fungi associated with dying Schizolobium parahybum in 

Equador. 
 
 G. Hunter, 2000 - 2002 
 Thesis Topic:   Mycosphaerella species causing leaf blotch on Eucalyptus in South 

Africa. 
 
 I. Barnes, 2000 - 2002 
 Thesis Topic:  Taxonomy, phylogeny and population biology of Ceratocystis 

species with particular reference to Ceratocystis fimbriata. 
 
 R. Scherman, 2000 - 2002 (Co-advisor)  
 Thesis Topic:  Taxonomy of Botryosphaeriaceous fungi on mango. 
 
 R. Heath, 2001 - 2003 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Studies to consider the possible origin of three canker pathogens 

of Eucalyptus in South Africa.  
 
        R. Ahumada (Chile) 2001 - 2002 
 Thesis Topic:  Diseases in commercial Eucalyptus plantations in Chile with special 

reference to Mycosphaerella and Botryosphaeria species.  
 
 G. Nakabonge (Uganda) 2001- 2003 Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Diseases associated with plantation forestry in Uganda. 
 
 C. Rodas (Colombia), 2001 - 2003 
 Thesis Topic:  Diseases of Eucalyptus in Colombia.  
 
 B. Hurley, 2000 - 2005 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Fungus gnats in forestry nurseries and their possible role as vectors 

of Fusarium circinatum.  
 
 M. van Wyk, 2002 - 2003 
        Thesis Topic:  Taxonomy and population biology of selected Ceratocystis spp. 

with hat-shaped ascospores. 
 
 A. Hammerbacher, 2002 - 2005 (Co-advisor) 
        Thesis Topic:  The ecology and epidemiology of Fusarium circinatum, the causal 

agent of pitch canker of pine. 
 
 L. Lombard, 2002 - 2003 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Fungal diseases in Eucalyptus and Acacia nurseries in South 

Africa.  
 
 D. Pavlic (Yugoslavia), 2002 - 2005. (Co-advisor) 
        Thesis Topic:  Botryosphaeria species on native South African Syzigium cordatum 

and their potential threat to Eucalyptus.  
 
 L. Maphosa (Zimbabwe), 2002 - 2005 (Co-advisor) 
        Thesis Topic:  Molecular and biochemical characterization of Armillaria. 
 
 J. Grobbelaar 2004 - 2009 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Taxonomy, phylogeny and species diversity in the Ophiostoma 

quercus complex.  
 
 D. Gomez (Colombia) 2004 - 2012 
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 Thesis Topic:  Taxonomic and phylogeographic studies on Leptographium and 

Pesotum spp. associated with conifer-infesting bark beetles in 
China. 

 
 M. Kvas 2005 - 2010 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Characterization of Fusarium species associated with floral 

malformation of Syzigium cordatum.  
 
 J.W.M. Mehl 2005 - 2010 
 Thesis Topic:  Fungi associated with the die-back of Pterocarpus angolensis 

(Kiaat) in South Africa.  
 
 N. van Zuydam, 2006 - 2009 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Identification of Leptographium species by Mismath discrimination 

on an Oligonucleotide microarray.  
 
 M. Wilken, 2006 - 2009 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Identification and application of of mating type gene sequences in 

Ophiostoma. 
  
 F. van der Walt, 2006 - 2009 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Botryosphaeriaceae associated with Acacia species in southern 

Africa with special reference to A. mellifera.  
 
 V. Muthelo, 2006 - 2009 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Molecular characterization of Ganoderma species. 
 
        H. Maleme, 2006 - 2009 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Characterization of latent Botryosphaeriaceae on diverse 

Eucalyptus species. 
 
 M. Tarigan (Indonesia), 2006 - 2008 
 Thesis Topic:  Ceratocystis and Botryosphaeriaceae on plantation Acacia species 

in central Sumatra., Indonesia. 
 
 M. Vermeulen, 2007 - 2011 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:    Diversity and host range of the Cryphonectriaceae in southern 

Africa. 
 
 Q. Santana, 2008 - (Co-advisor) [converted to Ph.D. 2009] 
 Thesis Topic:   Development of population genetic of the pitch canker pathogen, 

Fusarium circinatum.  
 
 O.X.M. Mlonyeni 2008 - 2011 (Co- advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:    High throughput development of population genetic markers for the 

Sirex noctilio woodwasp and its nematode parasite Deladenus 
siricidicola.  

 
 S. Martin, 2008 - 2011 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Mating type and pheromone genes in the Gibberella fujikuroi 

species complex: an evolutionary perspective.  
 
 D. Herron, 2009 - 2014 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis topic:  Characterization of Fusarium species from Pinus and Eucalyptus 

nurseries in Colobia and South Africa.  
  
 J. van der Linde, 2009 - 2010 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis topic:  Factors associated with the decline of Euphorbia ingens in the 

Limpopo Province of South Africa.  
 
 K-A. Pillay, 2010 - 2012 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis topic:  Diversity and spatial distribution of fungal endophytes in a 

Eucalyptus grandis tree.  
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 A. Marsberg, 2010 - 2012 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis topic:    Diversity and distribution of fungal endophytes associated with 

native Syzigium cordatum in South Africa.  
  
 J. Nagel, 2010 - 2012 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis topic:   Species of Phytophthora associated with a native ecosystem in 

Gauteng.  
 
 K. Baffoe (Cameroon), 2010 - 2012 (Co-advisor)   
 Thesis Topic:  Establishment of Selitrichoides neseri for the biological control of 

the bluegum chalcid Leptocybe invasa. 
 
 M. Simpson, 2011 - 2012 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis topic:   Microsatellite analysis of Ceratocystis fimbriata. 
 
 S. Mausse Sitoe (Mozambique), 2011 - 2015 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Fungal diseases of Eucalyptus in Mozambique with particular 

reference to the Cryphonectriaceae.  
  
 
 A. Wooding, 2011 - 2014 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Studies on the biology of the wood wasp, Sirex noctilio and its 

nematode biological control agent, Deladenus siricidicola. 
 
 T. Hall, 2011 - 2013 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis topic:  Structure of mating genes in members of the Ceratocystis fimbriata 

complex. 
 
 A. Fourie, 2012 - 2014 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Distinguishing between cryptic species in the Ceratocystis fimbriata 

sensu lato species complex. 
 
 J. Aylward, 2012 - 2014 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Population biology of Knoxdaviesia spp. in Protea infructescenses. 
 
 L. Maubane 2012 - 2016 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Pine needle fungal endophytes including species of 

Lophodermium. 
 
 V. Siziba, 2013 - 2015 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Taxonomy and population genetics of the pine needle pathogen 

Dothistroma pini. 
 
 D. Ali (Nigeria), 2014 - 2017 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis topic:    Cryphonectriaceae associated with Melastomatales in Indonesia 

and La Reunion. 
 
 N.Y. Musarira (Zimbabwe), 2014 - 2017 (Co-advisor)  
 Thesis Topic:  Population genetic studies on Armilaria root rot pathogens in South 

Africa. 
 
 K. Sanasi, 2014 - 2018 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Fungal associates of pine bark beetles in Guatemala. 
 
 M.R.A. Rauf (Malaysia), 2015 - 2018 
 Thesis Topic:   Diseases of forestry importance to Malaysia. 
 
 C. Trollip 2015 - 2017 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Phylogenomics in Ceratocystis and a segregation analysis of C. 

eucalypticola. 
 
 W. Nel, 2016 - 2017 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Taxonomy and biology of the plant pathogenic fungus Thielaviopsis 

basicola. 
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 N. Pham (Vietnam), 2016 - 2018 
 Thesis Topic:  Calonectria species from Vietnam. 
 
 S. Morgan, 2017 - 2020 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Quambalaria species from Eucalyptus and Gonipterus weevils in 

South Africa. 
 
 C. Tatham, 2017 - 2019 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:   Mat locus and population markers in Teratosphaeria destructans. 
 
 C Theron, 2020 – 2022 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Development of a LAMP assay for on-site diagnosis of the novel 

Eucalyptus pathogen, Elsinoë necatrix using the elsinochrome 
toxin cluster as a marker. 

 
 N van Vuuren, 2020 – 2022 (Co-advisor) 
 Thesis Topic:  Fungal diversity in Namibian Stipagrostis “fairy circles” including the 

description of a new Curvularia species. 
 
 A van Heerden, 2021 - 2024 (Co-advisor) 

Thesis Topic:    Development of a LAMP assay for on-site diagnosis of the novel 
Eucalyptus pathogen, Elsinoë necatrix using the elsinochrome 
toxin cluster as a marker. 

 
C Ceriani, 2022 - 2024 (Co-advisor) 
Thesis Topic: The population genetic analysis of the introduction of the pitch 

canker pathogen, Fusarium circinatum, into Colombia. 
 
M Muller 2023 – 2024 (Co-advisor) 
Thesis topic: Studies on the population genetics of the pine needle pathogen 

Dothistroma pini. 
 
D du Plessis 2023 - 2024 (Co-advisor) 
Thesis topic: Genome comparisons on the three Leptographium spp. causing 

black stain root disease and infection biology Leptographium 
wageneri var wageneri. 

 
L del Mar Angel Salazazar  2023 - (Co-advisor) 
Thesis topic: Diseases of trees and root crops caused by Ceratocystis species. 
 
A Piso 2023 - (Co-advisor) 
Thesis topic: Pine needle diseases of Colombia. 
 
T Fuchs 2023 - (Co-advisor) 
Thesis Topic:  Investigations no the epidemiology of clinically-relevant Sporothrix 

species in South Africa 
 
A Bazerbacchi 2024 - (Co-advisor) 
Thesis Topic: Global insight into Diplodia sapinea: Analysing MAT genes and 

genetic variation across populations. 
 
C Ceriani 2024 – (Co-advisor) 
Thesis Topic: Genomic insights into the evolution of Chrysoporthe species. 
 
A van Dijk 2024 – (Co-advisor) 
Thesis Topic: Advancing fungal genomics and diagnostics: Innovations in genetic 

transformation and CRISPR-based technologies for Fusarium 
circinatum. 

 
Bianke Marx 2025 – (Co-supervisor) 
Thesis Topic: Investigating the cellulose in the cell walls of the Ophiostomatales. 
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2.3.4 Post Doctoral Fellows, sabbatical and research visitors 
 
 Dr. W. Bryce Kendrick (University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada) 
 Sabbatical Research Visitor, December 1993 - August 1994. 
 
 Dr. Teresa Coutinho (Ph.D. University of Natal) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, January - December 1994. 
 
 Dr. Vu Nuygen Thanh  
 Post Doctoral Fellow, August 1994 - August 1996. 
 
 Dr. G. Zhao (Nanjing Forestry University, PR China)  
 Visiting Research Scientist, 1994 - October 1996. 
 
 Dr. O. Preisig (Ph.D. ETZ Zurich, Switzerland) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, October 1995 - October 1997 and University of Pretoria 

Research Fellow, January 1998 - December 1999. 
 
Dr. M. Wolfaardt (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 

 Post Doctoral Fellow, January 1996 - June 1998. 
 
 Dr G. Carroll (University of Oregon) 
 Sabbatical Research Visitor, June 1996 - October 1997. 
 
 Dr T.C. Harrington (Iowa State University, USA) 
 Sabbatical Research Visitor, January 1997 - June 1997. 
 
 Dr G. Hudler (Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, USA) 
 Sabbatical Research Visitor, July 1997 - January 1998. 
 
 Dr Dennis Wilson (Ph.D. University of Oregon and Research 
 Scientist, Arizona State University; University of Pretoria)  
 Visiting Research Fellow, February 1998 - March 1999). 
 
 Dr Anupama Gaur (Ph.D. Delhi India) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow July 1998 - December 1999. 
 
 Dr Li Hong, (Ph.D. Nanjing Agricultural University)  
 Post Doctoral Fellow, January 1998 - December 1999. 
 
 Dr Jinbao Chen (Ph.D. Nanjing Agricultural University)  
 Post Doctoral Fellow, January 1998 - December 1999. 
 
 Dr. Gerard Adams (University of Michigan, USA) 
 Sabbatical Research Visitor, August 1998 - June 1999. 
  
 Dr. Treena Burgess (Ph.D. University of Western Australia) 
 University of Pretoria, Visiting Research Fellow, January 1999 - December 2000. 
 Visiting scientist, yearly terms from 2001 - 2008. 
 
 Mr. Aaron Maxwell 
 Visiting Ph.D. Student, Murdoch University, Perth Australia.  March - May 1999. 
 
 Dr. Gwen Koning, (Ph.D., Kansas State University, USA) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, October 1999 - October 2002. 
 
 Dr. Gerard Adams (University of Michigan, USA) 
 Sabbatical Visitor. October 2000 - December 2000. 
 
 Dr. Solomon Gebeyehu (Ph.D., University of Natal, South Africa) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, January 2002 - December 2003. 
 
 Dr. Dilzara Agayeva (Ph.D. Azerbaijan) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, January 2002 - December 2003. 
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 Dr. Karin Jacobs (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow (with B. Wingfield) July 2002 - July 2004. 
 
 Dr. Zhou Xu-Dong (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow January 2003 - December 2004. 
 
 Dr. Louwrance Wright (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, August 2002 - December 2004. 
 
 Dr. Treena Burgess, (Ph.D. University of Western Australia) 
 Visiting Researcher, August 2002. 
 
 Dr Solomon, Gebeyehu (Ph.D. University of Natal)   
 Post Doctoral Fellow, January 2002 - June 2004. 
 
 Dr. Bernard Slippers (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow at University of Upsala with Prof. Dr. Jan Stenlid 
 June 2003 - September 2005. 
 
 Dr. W. Maier (Ph.D., University of Tubingen, Germany) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, (with Prof. B. Wingfield).  January 2004 -  
 
 Dr. M.P.A. Coetzee, (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow (with Prof. B. Wingfield), January 2004 - December 2005. 
 University of Pretoria Resarch Fellow January 2006 - December 2010. 
 
 Dr. Karin Jacobs (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Senior Researcher (with Dr. Gert Marais) and the newly established Centre for 

Advanced Mycological Studies (CAMS), University of Pretoria.  June 2002 - December 
2004. 

 
 Dr. Seonju Lee (Ph.D., University of Georgia, USA)  
 Post Doctoral Fellow, December 2004 - December 2007. 
 

Dr. Solomon Gebeyehu (Ph.D. University of Natal) 
 Sappi Post Doctoral Research Fellow, January 2005 - December 2006. 
 
 Dr. Xu Dong Zhou (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Sappi Post Doctoral Research Fellow, January 2005 - December 2006. 
 
 Dr. Diana Six,  (Montana State University, USA) 
 Sabbatical Visitor, October 2004 - April 2005. 
 
 Dr. Ursula Heineger (Switzerland) 
 Sabbatical Visitor, November 2004 - Febuary 2005. 
 
 Dr. Dale Bergdahl (University of Vermont) 
 Sabbatical Research Visitor, January 2005 - March 2005. 
 
 Dr. Mesfin Bogale (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow (with Prof. B.D. Wingfield), January 2006 - . 
 
 Dr. Francois Roets (Ph.D., University of Stellenbosch) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, with Prof. B.D. Wingfield and Dr. L. Dreyer, 2005 - 2008. 
 
 Dr. Marieka Gryzenhout (Ph.D., University of Pretoria)  
 Post Doctoral Fellow, June 2007- December 2009. 
 
 Dr. Gavin Hunter (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, March 2007 - March 2009, with Prof. P.W. Crous and based at 

the Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures, Utrecht, Holland. 
 
 Dr. Eunsung Oh (Ph.D., Oregon State University, USA) 
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 Post Doctoral Fellow, January 2009- December 2010, with Prof. B.D. Wingfield and 

Prof. B. Slippers. 
 
 Dr. Martin Kemler, (Ph.D., RUB, Berlin, Germany) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, December 2010 - with Prof. Bernard Slippers. 
 
 Dr. Pedro Romon (Ph.D., Neiker, Vittoria, Spain) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, January 2011 - with W. de Beer. 
 
 Dr. Xongzing Zhang (Ph.D. Chinese Academy of Science, Beijing, China) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, January 2011 - 2012 with Prof. B. Slippers. 
 
 Dr. Mesfin Bogale (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, November 2010 - 2012 with Prof. B. Wingfield. 
 
 Dr. Shuaifei Chen (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, February 2011 - 2012 with Prof. J. Roux. 
 
 Dr. Irene Barnes (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 University of Pretoria Research Fellow, January 2011 - with Prof. B.D. Wingfield. 
 
 Dr. Wubetu Bihon Legesse (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Claude Harris Post Doctoral Fellow, 2012 - 2013, with Prof. B.D. Wingfield. 
 
 Dr. Lieschen De Vos (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, 2012 - 2013, with Prof. B.D. Wingfield. 
 
 Dr. Gilbert Kamgan (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, 2012 - 2013, with Prof. J. Roux. 
 
 Dr. Lucas Shuttleworth, (Ph.D., University of Sydney) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, 2013 - 2014, with Prof. B.D. Wingfield. 
 
  
 Dr. Riikka Linnakoski, (Ph.D. Joensu University, Finland) 
 Claude Harris Post Doctoral Fellow, 2013 - 2014, with Dr. Z.W. de Beer. 
  
 Dr. Stuart Fraser, (Ph.D. University of Bangor, Wales, UK) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, 2015 - 2017, with Prof. J. Roux. 
 
 Dr Maria Vivas, (Ph.D., University of Vallilodid, Spain) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2015 - 2017, with Prof. B. Slippers. 
  
 Dr. Alistair McTaggart, (Ph.D. University of Queensland, Australia) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, 2015 - 2017, with Prof. J. Roux.  
 
 Dr. Casper Crous, (Ph.D., University of Stellenbosch) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, 2016 - 2017. 
 
 Dr. Trudy Paap, (Ph.D., Murdoch University, Australia) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, 2016 -  
 
 Dr. Janneke Aylward, (Ph.D., University of Stellenbosch) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow, 2017 - 
 
 Dr. Markus Wilken, (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Claude Harris Post Doctoral Fellow, 2016 - 2020, with Prof. B.D. Wingfield. 
 
 Dr. Fahimeh Jami, (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2014 - 2021 with Prof. P. Crous. 
 
 Dr. Michele Schröder, (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 PostDoctoral Fellow 2015 -, with Prof Bernard Slippers and Prof Brett Hurley 
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 Dr. Gudrun Dittrich-Schröder, (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2015 -  with Prof. Bernard Slippers 
 
 Dr. Gerda Fourie, (Ph.D., University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2016 - 2017, with Prof. Emma Steenkamp 
 
 Dr. DonHyeon Lee (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2016 - 2017, with Prof. Brenda Wingfield 
 
 Dr. Duccio Migliorini (Ph.D., University of Florence, Italy) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2017 - 2018, with Prof. Treena Burgess 
 
 Dr. Elsie Cruywagen (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2017, with Prof. Bernard Slippers 
 
 Dr. Mesfin Gossa (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2018 – 2022. 
  
 Dr. Neriman Yilmaz (Ph.D. Utrecht University, the Netherlands) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2018 - , with Prof. Pedro Crous and Prof. Bernard Slippers  
 
 Dr. Gabrielle Carstensen (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2018 - 2020 
 
 Dr. Tanay Bose (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2018 - 2020, with Prof Bernard Slippers and Prof. Jolanda Roux 
 
 Dr. FeiFei Liu (Ph.D. University of Pretoria 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2018 - 2020, with Prof. ShuaiFei Chen, Prof. Brenda Wingfield 

and Dr Tuan Duong 
 
 Dr. Hiroyuki Suzuki (Ph.D. University of Tsukuba, Japan) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2019 - 2022 (Supervisor) with Prof. B.D. Wingfield 
 
 Dr. Wilma Nel (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2020 - 2023 (Co-supervisor) with Prof. Bernard Slippers, Prof. 

Z.W de Beer, Prof. Brett Hurley and Dr Neriman Yilmaz  
 
 Dr. Andi Wilson (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2020 - 2024 (Co-supervisor), with Prof. B.D. Wingfield 
 
 Dr. Ariska van der Nest (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2022 - (Supervisor) with Prof. I. Barnes 
 
 Dr. Felipe Balocchi (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Post Doctoral Fellow 2022 - (Line manager) 
 
 Dr Nam Pham (Ph.D. University of Pretoria) 
 Postdoctoral Research Fellow 2024 - (Co-supervor) 
 
 Dr Marzieh Mehrabioon-Mohammadi (Ph.D. University of Tabriz, Iran) 
 Postdoctoral Research Fellow 2024 - (Co-supervor) 
 
 
 
3. RESEARCH GRANTS AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
 
3.1 Research Grants 
 
 S.A. Department of Agriculture education bursary, 1976, 1977. 
 
 Research grant from U.S.D.A. Forest Service, 1980-1982 to support pine wood 

nematode research.  Approximately $25,000. 
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 American Phytopathological Society Travel Grant ($1000) to attend the Fourth 

International Congress of Plant Pathology (ICPP), Melbourne Australia, August 1983. 
 
 University of Minnesota, International Programs Grant ($500) to attend ICPP, 1983. 
 American Phytopathological Society Travel Grant ($1800) to attend annual meeting at 

Reno, Nevada 1985. 
 
 Recipient of Foundation for Research Development, President's Award and associated 

grant, 1989-1992. 
 
 Five-year contract to conduct Tree Pathology Research and provide diagnostic services 

on behalf of SAPPI Ltd., Mondi Ltd., H.L.and H. Forest Products Ltd and South African 
Forestry Company Ltd, 1990-1994. Renewed indefinitely 1995 onwards.  Based on 
accomplishments, new members Central Timber Co-operative Ltd. and Department of 
Water Affairs and Forestry (now Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry) from 
1997 onwards. 

 
 Comprehensive research grant award from the Foundation for Research Development, 

1993-1996. 
 
 Contract from SANDOZ Products to conduct research on fungi of interest in biological 

pulping processes, 1993 - 1994. 
 
 Contract from South African Wattle Growers Union to study the impact and significance 

of wattle diseases in South Africa, 1993 onwards. 
 
 Incumbent of Mondi Paper Company Ltd., ad hominum chair in Forest Pathology, 1994 - 

1996.  Based on accomplishments, renewed in 1997 for a further three-year term.  Re-
established at University of Pretoria, July 1998 for a three-year term.  Reinstated for a 
further three-year term from January 2001 - 2003.  Subsequently for two five-year (2005- 
2009; 2010-2104) terms. 

 
 Research Grant for Student Travel Expenses, South African Forestry Council (Forest 

Owners Association), 1992 onwards. 
 
 Award of R500,000 from Sappi Forests towards construction of Tree Pathology Research 

Facility, 1993 - 1998. 
 
 Grant from North Eastern Cape Forests to study Old Lands Syndrome. 1994--1995. 
 
 Recipient of Ernest Oppenheimer Travelling Grant, 1994. 
 
 USDA Forest Service Grant with Dr. C. Ocamb to study biological control of pine nursery 

pathogens 1995 - 1996. 
 
 USDA grant with Dr T.C. Harrington (Iowa State University) to study Ceratocystis spp. 

pathogenic on trees.  1996 - 1998. 
 
 Comprehensive grant from the South African Forestry Company (SAFCOL) to pursue 

research on Botryosphaeria canker of Eucalyptus.  1995 - 2000. 
 
 Grant from the Forest Owners Association (South Africa), later Forestry South Africa to 

promote forest pathology field extension services, 1996 onwards. 
 
 Grant from the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (later Departement of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries), to study diseases of trees in Native environments, 
1997 onwards. 

 
 Grant from SAFCOL to undertake research on sapstain of pine lumber. 1997 onwards. 
 
 Matching grants for Industry research projects from Department of Trade and Industry 

(DTI) THRIP Programme, 1997 - onwards. Sucessfully renewed every three years after 
external review with the latest round 2013-2015.   
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 Grant from the University of Pretoria to build and establish the new Forestry and 

Agricultural Biotechnology Institute (FABI), 1997 and 1998.  Total approximately R10 
million. 

 
 ACIAR (Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research) Grant to undertake 

studies on Eucalyptus Rust (Puccinia psidii).  December 2000 - 2002. 
 
 Grant from the China/ South Africa bilateral agreement to undertake research on pine-

infesting bark beetles in China.  April 2001 - April 2002.  Extended through 2003. 
 
 Grant from the Norway/ South Africa bilateral agreement to undertake research on conifer 

infesting bark beetles in Norway and South Africa.  August 2002 - August 2005. 
 
 Grant from the Sweden/ South Africa bilateral agreement to undertake research on the 

Sirex wood wasp together with colleagues at the University of Upsala.  August 2003 - 
August 2005. 

 
 Grant from Sappi Ltd. to fund two senior researchers working in the field of Forest 

Protection for a five-year term.  January 2005 - December 2006. 
 
 Awarded one of the first six Department of Science and Technology, National Research 

Foundation Centres of Excellence.  Centre of Excellence in Tree Health Biotechnology 
(CTHB) thus having comprehensive funding for a period of ten years or longer, with a 
review at five years. 2004 onwards.  Review successfully completed in 2009 and funding 
granted up to the end of 2014.  Renewed after review until 2019. 

 
 Award by the University of Pretoria of a grant linked to the Centre of Excellence making 

it possible to employ two senior academic staff to work in the CTHB.  January 2005 
onwards. 

 
 Award from the South African Department of Science and Technology to support the 

office of the President of the International Union of Forest Research Organisations 
(IUFRO). 2014 - 2019. 

 
 Award from the Timber Marketing Board to support the appointment of a researcher to 

work on the Sirex wood wasp, Sirex noctilio.  2005-2009. 
 
 Grant from the China-South Africa bilateral agreement to undertake research on 

Eucalyptus diseases in China.  2006 - 2008. 
 
 Grant from Royal Golden Eagle (RGE) International to undertake research on plantation 

tree diseases in Indonesia. 2018 – 2023 and for the period 2024-2028. 
 
 Grant from the Harry Oppenheimer Foundation linked to receipt of the Harry 

Oppenheimer Award. 2023-2024. 
 
 Grant from the University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, USA to support sabbatical 

research leave during 2024. 
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3.2 Symposia and Congress Sessions Convened or Chaired 
 
 By invitation have chaired sessions and conducted workshops at annual Congresses of 

the South African Society for Plant Pathology almost every year from 1985 onwards.   
 
 By invitation, organised and convened Pine Wood Nematode symposium, American 

Phytophathological Society, Reno, Nevada 1985. 
 
 By invitation, convened and chaired a session on "Insect pathogen interaction in tree 

disease" at the fifth ICPP, Kyoto, Japan 1988. 
 
 By invitation chaired a session at the biennial congress of the South African Society for 

Microbiology, 1990. 
 
 Convenor with Drs. K.A. Seifert (Canada) and J.F. Webber (U.K.) of International 

Symposium on the Taxonomy and Ecology of the Ophiostomatales.  Bad Windsheim, 
West Germany, August, 1990. 

 
 By invitation, chair and co-convenor of Session F-3, Forest Pathology - Mycological 

Aspects of the Fifth International Mycological Congress, Regensburg, West Germany.  
September, 1990. 

 
 Foundation for Research Development, Student Biotechnology Conference, 

Johannesburg, June 1993. 
 
 Convenor and Chair, Symposium "Recent Advances in the taxonomy of the 

Ophiostomatoid fungi" Fifth International Mycological Congress, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, August 1994.   

 
 Chair, Poster Presentations, Taxonomy of the Ascomycetes, Fifth International 

Mycological Congress, Vancouver, British Columbia, August 1994. 
 
 Chair, session on plant diseases, Third Regional Mycology congress, Harare, March 

1995. 
 
 Organising Committee - IUFRO Symposium “Physiology and Genetics of Tree-

Phytophage interactions”  Arcachon, France, September 1997. 
 
 Organising Committee - Symposium on Sustainability of Pine Forests in Relation to Pine 

Wilt and Decline.  Tokyo, October 1998. 
 
 Invited spokesperson for a USA Media Conference on the impact of alien invasions in 

plant ecosystems, International Botanical Congress, St Louis Missouri, August 1999. 
 
 Invited co-chair with Dr. E. Liew for session on “Sequence or Structure?”.  Asian 

Mycological Congress, Hong Kong, August 2000. 
 
 Congress Scientific Committee for IUFRO World Congress, 200-2005. 
 
 Co-organiser with Dr. Keith Seifert of a symposium on the Ophiostomatoid fungi.  Sixth 

International Mycological Congress (IMC 6), Oslo August 2002. 
 
 Co-organiser with Dr Paul Taylor.  Symposium on plant pathogenic fungi.  Congress of 

the Asian Mycological Society, Kunming, November 2002. 
 
 Co-organiser with Dr. Kier Klepzig (Louisiana, U.S.A.).  Symposium on bark beetle 

fungus interactions.  International Congress of Entomology, Brisbane August 2004. 
 
 Co-organiser with Dr. Andre Drenth.  Plant Pathology and Forest Pathology sessions at 

the Asian Mycological Congress (AMC), Chaing Mai, November 2004. 
 
 Co-organiser with Dr. Dan Robison (North Carolina State University, USA), Session on 

biological invasions in plantation forestry.  IUFRO World Congress, Brisbane, July 2005. 
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 Organiser with Dr. Jan Stenlid, Upsala, Sweden of a Symposium on forest pathogens 

for the IUFRO Forest Biotechnology Meeting, Pretoria, South Africa.  November 2005. 
 
 Organiser with Dr. Keith Seifert, Canada of the International Symposium: "Ceratocystis 

and Ophiostoma: Expanding Frontiers".  Stradbroke Island, Brisbane, Australia.  August 
2006. 

 
 Organising Committee, IUFRO Symposium on Eucalyptus improvement.  Durban, 

November 2007. 
 
 Organising Committee for Forest Entomology (with Dr. A. Liebhold and Dr. D. Robison) 

programme, International Congress of Entomology,  Durban, South Africa. November, 
2008. 

 
 Organising Committee for Forest Pathology Session, International Congress of Plant 

Pathology, Torino, Italy, August 2008. 
  
 Congress Scientific Committee (CSC), IUFRO World Congress, Seoul, Korea.  

September 2010. 
 
 Organising Committee, IUFRO Division 7.3 (Forest Entomology) meeting and field 

excursion.  July, 2008, South Africa. 
 
 Organising Committee, Forest Biosecurity meeting, Rotorua, New Zealand, April 2009. 
 
 Organising Committee, IUFRO WP 7.2.02, “Global Change and Forest Diseases:  New 

threats, new opportunities.  Pallencia, Spain, May 2011. 
  
 Organising Committee. IUFRO All Division 7.2  (Forest Pathology) and All Division 7.2 

(Forest Entomology), Uruguay, November 2011. 
 
 Organising Committee, IUFRO/FORNESSA.  Africa Congress, Nairobi, Kenya, July 

2012. 
 
 Congress Scientific Committee (CSC), IUFRO World Congress, Salt Lake City, Utah, 

USA, November 2013. 
 
 Organising Committee, IUFRO Symposium on Eucalyptus improvement.  Montpellier, 

France, September 2018.  
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3.3 Invited Research Visits and Consultancies 
 
 Consultant to the Lesotho Woodlot Project, 1986. 
 
 Consultant to Forestry Division, Lesotho.  1988. 
 
 Regular consultant to forestry companies in South Africa including SAPPI, Mondi Forests, 

South African Forestry Company (SAFCOL) and H.L.and H. Forest Products, South 
African Wattle Growers Union, Natal Co-operative Timber Growers, 1988 onwards. 

 
 Consultant to City Council of Cape Town, 1990 and 1991. 
 
 Invitation to visit various forestry companies and Universities in Brazil, February 1990. 
 
 Invited guest and consultant to Shell Forestry, Chile, March, 1990. 
 
 Invitation to inspect plantations owned by the CELBI forestry company, Portugal and to 

provide advice-developing strategies to reduce the impact of diseases, August, 1990. 
 
 Invitation by National Science Council (Taiwan) to undertake a lecture and research tour 

of Taiwan, April 1991. 
 
 Invitation to inspect plantations of forestry companies in Southern Brazil, August 1991. 
 
 Invited guest of the Department of Plant Pathology, University of Tsukuba, Japan, July 

1992. 
 
 Invitation to inspect plantations owned by Thai Stora, Thailand and to provide advice on 

strategies to reduce the impact of disease, July, 1992. 
 
 Invited guest of the Department of Plant Pathology, Kasetsart University, Bangkok, 

Thailand. July 1992. 
 
 Consultant to Smurfit Carton de Colombia to evaluate Eucalyptus diseases, March 1993. 
 
 Invited guest of Department of Plant Pathology, University of Brasilia, Brazil, April 1993. 
 
 Invited guest of Department of Plant Pathology, University of Viscosa, Viscosa, Brazil, 

April 1993. 
 
 Invited guest, Institutes of Microbiology and Forestry, Swiss Federal Institute of 

Technology, Zurich, April 1993. 
 
 Invited guest, Department of Plant Pathology and U.S. Forest Service, North Central 

Forest Experiment Station, St. Paul, Minnesota, May 1994. 
 
 Invited Guest, Faculty of Forestry, University of Vermont, May, 1994. 
 
 Invited Guest, Department of Biology, Duke University, North Carolina, May 1994. 
 
 Invited to undertake a biotechnology fact-finding mission in Swaziland, Botswana and 

Mozambique for Foundation for Research Development and UNESCO, March, 1995. 
 
 Assessor on Eucalyptus diseases to Smurfit, Carton de Colombia and Smurfit Carton de 

Venezuela, May, 1995. 
 
 Invited guest researcher, BOKU, Vienna, Austria, July 1995. 
 
 Invited guest researcher, Norsk Institut for Skogforskning, As, Norway. August 1995. 
 
 Expert Consultant, Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) to establish guidelines for 

the safe movement of Eucalyptus germplasm.  Bangkok, October 1995. 
 
 Invited guest, Royal Forestry Department, Thailand, October 1995. 
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 Invited guest, Forest Research Institute of Malaysia, October, 1995. 
 
 Assessor on Eucalyptus diseases to P.T. Inti Indorayon Utama, Sumatera, Indonesia.  

February 1996. 
 
 Invited primary "opponent" for the defence of the Doctoral examination of P. Krokene, 

University of Oslo, Norway.  June 1996. 
 
 Invited delegate, CAMCORE (Central American and Mexican Conifer Research) Annual 

meeting, Indonesia, October 1996. 
 
 Invited guest of the New Zealand Forestry Industry to participate in a workshop on Pitch 

Canker.  New Zealand, November 1996. 
 
 Assessor on plantation diseases to P.T. Inti Indorayon Utama, Sumatra, Indonesia.  April, 

July and December 1997. 
 
 Assessor on Plantation Diseases to Smurfit Carton de Colombia and Smurfit Carton Y 

Papel de Mexico, February, 1997. 
 
 Assessor on tree diseases to Fundacion Forestal, Juan Manuel Durini, Ecuador.  May 

1997, February 1998. 
 
 Advisor to CALM, Western Australia on Phytophthora die-back, August 1997. 
 
 Assessor on Plantation diseases, Smurfit Carton de Colombia, May 1998 and May 1999. 
 
 Visit to Japan and United States to advise SAFCOL on pine sapstain problems. 
 April 1998.  
 
 Assessor on tree diseases to Fundacion Forestal, Juan Manuel Durini, Ecuador, 
 March 1999.  
 
 Assessor on Eucalyptus diseases, Shell CAPSA Argentina, January 1999. 
 
 Assessor on tree diseases, Uruguay, June 1999. 
 
 Invited guest and symposium speaker, Fundacion Forestal Juan Manuel Durini, Ecuador, 

September 1999. 
 
 Assessor on Eucalyptus disease problems, Sociedad Productores Forestales, Uruguay, 

December 1999. 
 
 Assessor on diseases of forest trees in Ecuador, Fundacion Forestal, Juan Manuel 

Durini, February 2000. 
 
 Advisor on pitch canker in Chile, Controladores Plagas Forestales, Chile, April 2000. 
 
  

Advisor on diseases of forest trees and guest lecturer in Mexico, various forestry 
companies and Universities in Mexico, June, 2000. 

 
 Advisor on diseases in Eucalyptus plantations in Hawaii, Forest Solutions, Hawaii, 

September 2000. 
 
 Participant in a team of advisors on Eucalyptus diseases in Thailand and Vietnam 

organised and funded by CSIRO and ACIAR, November 2000. 
 
 Advisor to Ria Pulp Company, Indonesia on Eucalyptus and Acacia diseases, February, 

2001 
 
 Advisor to COFUSA and FOSA Uruguay, and CAPSA Argentina on plantation diseases, 

March, 2001. 
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 Advisor to the Arauco group, Chile on diseases of Eucalyptus, April, 2001. 
 
 Invited guest lecturer, University of Oregon, Oregon State University and University  
 of Minnesota, May 2001. 
 
 Invited by the Government of Bhutan (with funding from CORET) to present lectures in 

forest pathology to foresters, July, 2001. 
 
 Invited team member on Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 

(ACIAR) project on clove diseases, Suluwesi, September, 2001. 
 
 External assessor of the Dutch Elm Disease eradication project, Ministry of Agriculture 

and Forestry (MAF), New Zealand, February 2002. 
 
 Member, external review team for the Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures, Utrecht, 

Netherlands, April 2002. 
 
 Assessor for COFUSA, FOSA and COLONVADE Uruguay on diseases of Eucalyptus, 

May 2002. 
 
 Assessor for Bioforest Chile on diseases of Pinus spp. and Eucalyptus spp. in Chile, May 

and November 2002. 
 

Advisor on diseases of Eucalyptus for Forest Solutions. Hawaii September 2002. 
 
 Invited guest, Biotech and Siam Paper Company, Thailand.  April 2003. 
 
 Assessor for Bioforest Chile on Diseases of Pinus spp. and Eucalyptus spp. in Chile, May 

and November 2003. 
 
 Invited team member on Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 

(ACIAR) project on clove diseases, Suluwesi, July 2003. 
 
 Advisor on Eucalyptus diseases for Eucalyptus Technologies Ltd., Thailand, September 

2003.  
 
 Assessor for FOSA, Uruguay on diseases of Eucalyptus, November 2003. 
 
 Assessor, for Smurfit Carton de Colombia, Colombia, on diseases and pests in exotic 

forest plantations.  January, 2004. 
 
 Advisor on diseases of Acacia and Eucalyptus species in plantations in southern and 

northern Sumatera, Indonesia.  Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper and Toba Pulp Lestari, 
February, 2004. 

 
 Assessor on diseases of plantation trees, Fundacion Forestal Juan Manuel Durini. July, 

2004. 
 
 Advisor on Eucalyptus diseases for Eucalyptus Technologies Ltd., Thailand, September 

2004.  
 
 Assessor for Bioforest Chile on Diseases of Pinus spp. and Eucalyptus spp. in Chile, 

November 2004. 
 
 Invited by USDA Forest Service, USA to visit and inspect dying pine stands in Georgia.  

January 2005. 
 
 Invited advisor on Eucalyptus globulus leaf disease problems, Stora Enso Portugal.  April 

2005. 
 
 Assessor for FOSA Uruguay on diseases of Eucalyptus.  February, 2005. 
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 Advisor on diseases of Acacia and Eucalyptus species in plantations in southern and 

northern Sumatera, Indonesia.  Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper and Toba Pulp Lestari, 
May 2005. 

 
 Invited by the government of Bhutan (with funding from CORET, Austria) to present 

lectures in forest pathology to foresters and to conduct pathology research in Bhutan, 
July, 2005.  

 
 Advisor to the Government of the Basque Country (Spain) on Pitch Canker disease.  

June, 2005. 
 
 Advisor on Eucalyptus diseases for Eucalyptus Technologies Ltd., Thailand, September 

2005. 
  

Assessor, for Smurfit Carton de Colombia, Colombia, on diseases and pests in exotic 
forest plantations.  November 2005. 

 
Assessor on diseases of plantation trees, Fundacion Forestal Juan Manuel Durini. 
February, 2006. 

 
Advisor on diseases of Acacia and Eucalyptus species in plantations in southern and 
northern Sumatera, Indonesia.  Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper and Toba Pulp Lestari, 
March, 2006. 

 
 Assessor for Bioforest Chile on Diseases of Pinus spp. and Eucalyptus spp. in Chile, 

October, 2006. 
 
 Assessor for Smurfit Carton de Colombia on diseases and pests in exotic forest 

plantations.  January 2007. 
 
 Advisor on diseases of Acacia and Eucalyptus species in plantations in southern and 

northern Sumatera, Indonesia.  Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper and Toba Pulp Lestari, 
March, 2007. 

 
 Assessor for Bioforest Chile on Diseases of Pinus spp. and Eucalyptus spp. in Chile, 

July, 2007. 
 
 Advisor to April Asia China on diseases of Euclyptus in Fujian Province, September, 

2007. 
 
 Assessor for Bioforest Chile on Disesaes of Pinus spp. and Eucalyptus spp. in Chile. 

October 2007. 
 
 Advisor to the Sumalindo regarding diseases and pests of Gmelina arborea in north east 

Kalimantan.  November, 2007. 
 
 Advisor to Forestal Oriental Uruguay on Eucalyptus diseases.  January, 2008. 
 
 Advisor on diseases of Acacia and Eucalyptus species in plantations in southern and 

northern Sumatera, Indonesia.  Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper and Toba Pulp Lestari, 
March, 2008 

 
 Advisor on diseases of Acacia in Kalimantan, Riau Andaln Pulp and Paper, May 2008.  
 
 Advisor on diseases of Eucalyptus, Lichinga, Mozambique, UPM Kymene, May 2009. 
 
 Advisor on diseases of Acacia and Eucalyptus species in plantations in southern and 

northern Sumatera, Indonesia.  Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper and Toba Pulp Lestari, 
June, 2009. 

 
 Assessor for Smurfit Carton de Colombia on diseases and pests in exotic forest 

plantations.  January 2010. 
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 Advisor on diseases of Acacia and Eucalyptus species in plantations in southern and 

northern Sumatera, Indonesia.  Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper and Toba Pulp Lestari, 
June, 2010. 

 
 Advisor on diseases of Eucalyptus and Acacia, Pnom Penh,  Cambodia, October 2010. 
 
 Advisor to the Sumalindo regarding diseases and pests of Gmelina arborea in north east 

Kalimantan.  November, 2010. 
 
 Advisor to Proteak regarding diseases of teak (Tectona grandis) in Mexico.  February, 

2011. 
 
 Advisor to Birla Lao Paper and Pulp in Laos regarding diseases of Eucalyptus in the 

Peoples Republic of Lao.  July, 2011. 
  
 Assessor for Bioforest Chile on Disesaes of Pinus spp. and Eucalyptus spp. in Argentina 

and Chile. October, 2011. 
 
 Advisor on diseases of Acacia and Eucalyptus species in plantations in southern and 

northern Sumatera, Indonesia.  Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper and Toba Pulp Lestari,  
June, 2011. 

  
 Assessor for Smurfit Carton de Colombia on diseases and pests in exotic forest 

plantations.  January 2012. 
  
 Advisor for Boden Forest Associates, diseases of forest trees in Sabah, Malaysia.  April, 

2012- onwards (annually). 
  
 Advisor on diseases of Acacia and Eucalyptus species in plantations in southern and 

northern Sumatera, Indonesia.  Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper and Toba Pulp Lestari,  
June, 2012- onwards (annually). 

 
 Advisor on diseases of plantation trees in Ghana and Sierra Leone, Miro Forestry. 
 February, 2017 
 
 Advisor on diseases of Gmelina arborea in Panama. Apical Forestry, Panama. 
 January 2017. 
  
 Advisor for Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), on decline of Araucaria araucana 

in Chile. March 2017. 
 
 Assessor for Smurfit Carton de Colombia on diseases and pests in exotic forest  
 plantations.  January 2012, 2014, 2016, 2018. 
 
 Advisor to Sociedad Productores de Forestales (SPF), Uruguay, February 2023. 
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3.4 Academic, Professional and Board Appointments 
 
 Editorial Committee, Dept. Plant Pathology, University of Minnesota.  1982 and 1983. 
 
 South African Society of Plant Pathology, Member of Standards Committee 1985 -1989. 
 
 Western Cape Representative to Council of South African Society of Plant Pathology 

1987 and 1988. 
 
 South African Experimental Biology Group 
 Secretary 1987; Vice President 1988. 
 
 Member, Forest Pathology Committee of the International Society for Plant Pathology 

1988 - 1993. 
 
 Editorial Board of Phytophylactica.  1989 - 1992. 
 
 President, South African Society for Plant Pathology (SASPP), 1990 - 1993. 
 
 Member of five person Task Team of the Forestry Council on Forest Protection, 1990. 
 
 Member of ad hoc committees of the Foundation for Research Development on 

Biotechnology Programs with Taiwan and Special Programs Committee on Forestry and 
Agriculture. 

 
 Senate of the University of the Orange Free State, 1990 onwards. 
 
 Member of National Committee for International Union of Microbiological Sciences (Plant 

Pathology representative 1990 - 1993). 
 
 Member of the International Union of Forestry Research Organisations (IUFRO), National 

Committee 1992. 
 
 Member of the Dryland Coordinating Working Group, 1991 - 1995. 
 
 Member of the Foundation for Research Development (FRD) Collegium and Committee 

for Microbiology, 1991 - 1993. 
 
 Director of Tree Pathology Cooperative Programme of the U.O.F.S. Supported by Mondi 

Forests, SAPPI Ltd., SAFCOL Ltd and H.L.and H. Timber Products Ltd. 1990 -1994. 
Renewed 1995 indefinitely with new members, Central Timber Co-operative and 
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, January 1997. 

 
 Member of the Forest Research Co-ordinating Committee, Forest Owners Association, 

1992 to 2000. 
 
 Various committees and advisory panels, Foundation for Research Development, 

University Development Programme, 1992 - 1995. 
 
 Chairman of the Foundation for Research Development, Collegium Committee for 

Microbiology, 1993. 
 
 Vice President, International Society for Plant Pathology, 1993 - 1998. 
 
 Chair Forest Pathology Committee, International Society for Plant Pathology, 1993 - 

1998. Deputy Chair, 1998 - 2003. 
 
 Member of the FRD/UNESCO task team to investigate the status of biotechnology in 

Southern Africa, 1995. 
 
 Member, International Union of Microbiology Societies, International Commission on the 

Taxonomy of fungi.  1994 - onwards. 
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 Chair, International Union of Forestry Research Organizations, Working Party of 

Genetics of Forest Pathogens, 1995 - 2000. 
 
 Editorial Board, Mycological Research, January 1997, 1998. 
 
 Councillor, International Society for Plant Pathology, 1998 - 2005. 
 
 Director, Tree Protection Co-operative Programme (TPCP), University of Pretoria, 
 1998 – onwards. 
 
 Editorial Board, Plant Pathology (UK), 2001 onwards. 
 
 Director, Forestry and Agricultural Biotechnology Institute, University of Pretoria, 
 April 1998 - April 2001. Reappointed 2002 - onwards. 
 
 Editorial Board, Australasian Plant Pathology, April 2000 onwards. 
 
 Elected to Extended Board of the International Union of Forest Research Organisations, 

as Deputy Co-ordinator of Division 7 and concurrently Co-ordinator of all pathology 
working parties in Division 7. 2001 - 2005. 

  
 Member of the International Committee on the Taxonomy of Fungi (ICTF), 2002-2011. 
 
 Member, Congress Scientific Committee (World Congress 2005), International Union of 

Forestry Research Organisations (IUFRO), 2002-2005. 
  
 Member, International Union of Forestry Research Organisations (IUFRO), Task Force 

on Biotechnology, 2002-2005. 
 
 Scientific Advisory Committee (WECO), Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures, Utrecht, 

Netherlands, 2003-2012. 
  
 Research Committee of Hans Merensky Holdings, Ltd. 2003 onwards. 
  
 Appointed by South African Parliament to the Board of the Council for Scientific  
 and Industrial Research (CSIR), 2003-2005. 
  
 Editorial Board of Mediterranean Plant Pathology, 2005 - 
 
 Strategic Research Committee of the CSIR Board, 2005 - 2007. 
 
 Identified as Director, Department of Science and Technology, Centre of Excellence in 

Tree Health Biotechnology, June 2004 onwards. 
   
 Senate Research Advisory Committee, University of Pretoria, 2005 - 2010. 
  
 International Scientific Committee, Annals of Forest Science, 2005 - 
 
 Senate Library Committee, University of Pretoria, 2006 - 2008. 
 
 Editorial Board  of Mycological Progress, 2006 - 
 
 Elected Co-ordinator of the International Union of Forestry Research Organisations 

(IUFRO) Division 7 and full board member 2005 - 2010.  
 
 Elected member of the Management Committee of International Union of Forestry 

Research Organisations (IUFRO), January 2006 - 2010. 
 
 Appointed by South African Parliament to the Board of the Council for Scientific 
 and Industrial Research (CSIR) for second term, 2006 - 2008. 
 
 Strategic Research Committee of the CSIR Board, 2006 - 2008. 
 
 Appointed (2004) by South African Parliament to the Board of the Council for Scientific 
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 and Industrial Research (CSIR) for third term, 2009-2011; reappointed for a fourth term 

2012 - 2015. 
 
 Strategic Research Committee of the CSIR Board, 2009 - 2011; 2012 - 2015. 
 
 As Vice President, ex officio member of the Management Committee and Board of the 

International Union of Forestry Research Organisations (IUFRO), 2011 - 2014. 
 
 Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of Genome Canada Project ‘Genomics Based 

Forest Diagnostics and Monitoring” 2011 - 2013. 
 
 Member of the Technology Advisory Board, RGEI Pty. Ltd. Including April Forestry and 

Asian Agri.  
 
 Elected President of the International Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO) 

2014 for the 2014 - 2019 Board Term. Immediate Past President and member of the 
Management Committee (Executive) of IUFRO, 2019-2024. 

  
 Appointed as Advisor to the University of Pretoria’s Executive reporting to Vice-Principal 

for Research, Prof.Sunil Maharaj, 2019 onwards. 
 
 Appointed to the Board of Trustees of the Hans Merensky Foundation,  2019-onwards. 
 
 Appointed member of the Marcus Wallenberg (Sweden) Prize Committee, 2020 – 2022 

and second term 2023-2026. 
 
 Appointed to the Scientific Advisory Board of Bioforest Chile, 2022-onwards 
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3.5 Referee for Journals and Organisations 
 
3.5.1 Journals (regular service provided in many cases) 
 
 Phytophylactica (Until 1993) 
 South African Forestry Journal 
 Canadian Journal of Forest Research 
 Mycotaxon 
 South African Journal of Botany 
 Plant Disease 
 Sydowia 
 European Journal of Forest Pathology 
 American Phytopathology Society Press 
 Mycological Research/Fungal Biology 
 Mycologia 
 Plant Pathology 
 Phytopathology 
 Canadian Journal of Forest Research 
 Ecological Entomology 
 Applied and Environmental Microbiology 
 Molecular Ecology 
 Proceedings of the Royal Society (B) 
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3.5.2 Organisations 
 
 Referee for appointments, promotions and research proposals 
 
 University of New Hampshire (1990) 
 
 University of Natal (Regular) 
 
 University of Durban/Westville (Regular) 
 
 University of Stellenbosch (Regular) 
 
 Louisiana State University (1991, 1993) 
 
 National Science Foundation (USA) (Regular) 
 
 National Research Foundation (Regular) 
 
 University of Alabama (USA) (1992) 
 
 State University of New York (USA) (1992) 
 
 University of California, Riverside (USA) (1992) 
 
 University of California, Berkeley (USA) (1994) 
 
 University of Manchester (UK) (1997) 
 
 University of California, Davis (USA) (1997) 
 
 University of California, Riverside (USA) (1997) 
 
 Commonwealth Agricultural Bureau (UK) (2000) 
 
 Washington State University (USA) 2001 
 
 Oregon State University (USA) 2001 
 
 University of Brisbane (Australia) 2001 
 
 Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (Australia) 2001 
 
 University of California, Davis (USA), 2002 
 
 Pennsylvania State University (USA), 2003 
 
 University of Joensu, (Finland), 2004 
 
 Ohio State University (USA), 2004 
 
 Murdoch University (Australia), 2004 
 
 University of Sydney (Australia), 2004 
 
 University of California, Davis (USA), 2005 
 
 Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney (Australia), 2005 
 
 University of California, Berkeley (USA), 2006 
 
 University of Helsinki (Finland), 2006 
 
 USDA Forest Service (USA), 2006 
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 USDA Forest Service (USA), 2007 
 
 University of Montana (USA), 2007 
 
 Dartmouth College (USA), 2007 
 
 University of California Davis (USA), 2007 
 
 University of California Berkeley (USA), 2007 
 
 Auburn University, Alabama (USA), 2008 
 
 University of California, Davis (USA), 2009 
 
 University of California Berkeley (USA), 2010 
 
 Washington State University (USA), 2011 
 
 Ohio State University (USA), 2011 
 
 University of Florida (USA), 2011 
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4.0 SCIENTIFIC PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
4.1 Invited Lectures and Keynote Addresses 
 
 National Pine Wilt Disease Workshop, Columbia, Missouri, USA, November, 1980 
 "The pine wood nematode in Minnesota" 
 
 National Pine Wilt Disease Workshop, Rosemount Illinois, USA, April, 1982. 
 "The pine wood nematode in Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin" 
 
 U.S.D.A. Forest Service, Honolulu, Hawaii, July 1983. 
 "Forest pathology in South Africa" 
 
 Forest Research Institute, Rotorua, New Zealand, August, 1983. 
 "The threat of the pine wood nematode to forestry in the southern hemisphere" 
 
 Forestry Commission of New South Wales, Beecroft, Australia, August 1983. 
 "The pine wood nematode in the United States" 
 
 Fourth International Congress of Plant Pathology, Melbourne, Australia, August 1983. 
 "Verticicladiella root diseases of conifers" 
 
 Forestry Commission, Alice Holt Lodge, Farnham, Surrey, England, January 1984. 
 "The pine wood nematode in the United States" 
 
 Federal Institute for Wood Biology, Hamburg, West Germany, January 1984. 
 "The pine wood nematode in the United States" 
 
 International Union of Forestry Research Organisations, Symposium on site productivity 

of fast growing plantations, Pretoria, South Africa, April 1984. 
 "Diseases and their management in fast growing plantations" 
 
 American Phytopathological Society, Symposium on the pine wood nematode Reno, 

Nevada, USA, August 1985. 
 "Comparison of the mycophagous and the phytophagous phases of the pine wood 

nematode" 
 
 American Phytopathological Society, Symposium on Verticicladiella root diseases. Reno, 

Nevada, USA, August, 1985. 
 "Leptographium species as root pathogens of conifers: An international 

perspective" 
 
 University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, April 1986. 
 "Leptographium root diseases" 
 
 South African Society for Plant Pathology, Western Cape Branch, April 1987.   
 "Bark beetles, fungi and flying ecosystems" 
 
 Department of Microbiology, University of Cape Town, South Africa, June 1987. 
 "Insect-related diseases of trees and the importance of the saprophytic phase" 
 
 Invitation to present paper on pine wood nematode at congress on "Plant pathogens in 

the pacific region". Seoul, Korea, August 1987.  Invitation refused due to lack of funds 
 
 Department of Microbiology, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa, March 1988. 
 "Ceratocystis, Fungi and the Fynbos" 
 
 Fifth International Congress of Plant Pathology, Kyoto, Japan, August 1988. 
 "Insect oviposition and tree disease" 
 
 Fifth International Congress of Plant Pathology, Kyoto, Japan, August 1988. 
 "Cypress canker in South Africa" 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, University of Minnesota, USA, July 1988. 
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 "Forests, Fungi and the Fynbos" 
 
 Forintek Canada Corporation, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, August 1988. 
 "Pine wood nematode: Ecology and threat to Canadian Forestry" 
 
 Invitation to participate in a symposium on entomophilic nematodes at the International 

Entomological Congress at Vancouver, Canada 1988.  Invitation refused due to inability 
to attend 

 
 South African Society for Plant Pathology, Annual Meeting, Cape Town, South Africa, 

January 1989.  Keynote Address. 
 "Future Trends in Forest Pathology" 
 
 South African Forestry Institute, Sabie, South Africa, February 1989.   
 "Current Status and Future Trends of Forest Pathology in South Africa" 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, University of Brasilia, Brasilia, Brazil, February 1990. 
 "Tree pathology in South Africa" 
 
 University of the Orange Free State, Bloemfontein, South Africa, February, 1990. 

Keynote address on occasion of opening on new Microbiology and Biochemistry facilities. 
 "Microbiological applications in the Forestry Industry" 
 
 Institute for Commercial Forest Research, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, June 1990 
 "Diseases of Eucalyptus in Brazil and Chile - Lessons for the South African 

Forestry Industry" 
 
 Furadouro Research Institute, Obidos, Portugal, August 1990. 
 "The importance of pathology in an intensively managed forest plantation 

program" 
 
 International Symposium of the Taxonomy and Biology of the Ophiostomatales, Bad 

Windsheim, West Germany, August, 1990. 
 "Leptographium and Phialocephala anamorphs of Ophiostoma" 
 
 International Symposium of the Taxonomy and Biology of the Ophiostomatales, Bad 

Windsheim, West Germany, August, 1990. 
 "The genus Ceratocystiopsis and its place in the Ophiostomatales" 
 
 International Symposium of the Taxonomy and Biology of the Ophiostomatales, Bad 

Windsheim, West Germany, August, 1990. 
 "Conidium development in anamorphs of Ceratocystis sensu lato" 
 
 Fourth International Mycological Congress, Regensburg, West Germany, September 

1990. With Dr. J.F. Webber and Dr. K.A. Seifert 
 "The Ophiostomatales:  Mycological considerations" 
 
 National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan, May 1991. 
 "The expanding realm of the Ophiostomatales" 
 
 Taiwan Forest Research Institute, Taipei, Taiwan, May 1991. 
 "Pathogenicity of the pine wood nematode and its probable impact to Forestry in 

Taiwan" 
 
 Annual meeting of the Brazilian Phytopathological Society, Rio De Janeiro, August 1991. 
 "Diseases of Eucalyptus and their management in South Africa" 
 
 Twelfth International Plant Protection Congress, Rio De Janeiro, Brazil, August 1991. 
 "Integrated management of forest diseases in Southern Africa" 
 
 
 Department of Microbiology, University of Durban Westville, May 1992. 
 "The expanding realm of the Ophiostomatales" 
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 Fourteenth International Congress of Entomology, Beijing, China, July 1993. 
 "Fungi associated with introduced pine-infesting bark beetles in South Africa and 

their possible origins" 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan, July 

1992. 
 "The expanding realm of the Ophiostomatales" 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand, July 1992. 
 "Diseases of Eucalyptus" 
 
 Mondi Forests Zululand Technology Symposium (ZULTECH), Bonamanzi, Kwa Zulu, 

October 1992.  "Tree diseases: the unfolding saga"  
 
 University of the Orange Free State, Inaugural lecture to full Professorship, October 1992. 
 "Fiends of the forest: A perspective on the impact of tree pathogens on natural 

forests and plantations" 
 
 Smurfit Carton De Colombia, staff meeting, Cali, Colombia, March 1993. 
 "Diseases of Eucalyptus and their implications for the Colombian forestry 

industry" 
 
 Lecture to various forestry companies i.e. Aracruz Florestal, Aracruz, Cia Suzano, Sai 

Paolo and Bahia Sul Cellulose, Texeira de Freitas, Brazil, April 1993. 
 "Diseases of Eucalyptus and their management in South Africa" 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, University of Brasilia, Brasilia, Brazil, April 1993. 
 "A synopsis of the Ophiostomatoid fungi" 
  
 Department of Plant Pathology, University of Viscosa, Viscosa, Brazil, April 1993. 
 "A synopsis of the Ophiostomatoid fungi" 
 
 Institute for Forestry, Swiss Federal Institute for Technology, Zurich, Switzerland, May 

1993. 
 "The Expanding Realm of the Ophiostomatales" 
 
 Foundation for Research Development, Biennial Prestige Lecture Day, June 1993. 
 "Dying trees:  Consequence of Twentieth Century Excess" 
 
 South African Timber Growers Association, Pietermaritzburg, June 1993. 
 "Do diseases pose a threat to the South African Forestry Industry?" 
 
 Fifth International Congress of Plant Pathology, Montreal, Canada, August 1993. 
 "Biogeography of fungal pathogens of trees" 
 
 International Botanical Congress, Yokohama, Japan, September 1993. 
 "Pleomorphism in anamorphs of Ophiostoma:  Evidence for a continuum and 

convergent evolution" 
 
 South African Society of Plant Pathology, Transvaal Branch, October 1993. 
 "Biotechnological opportunities for the characterisation of fungal pathogens" 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, Iowa State University, February 1994. 
 "Management of Eucalyptus diseases in Southern Africa" 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, University of Minnesota, May, 1994. 
 "Eucalyptus diseases and their management in South Africa" 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, Cornell University, New York, May 1994. 
 "Eucalyptus diseases and their management in South Africa" 
 
 Department of Biology, Duke University, North Carolina, May 1994. 
 "The unique nature of Ophiostomatoid fungi associated with Proteaceae in 

Southern Africa" 
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 Fifth International Congress of Plant Pathology, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 

August 1994. (With K.A. Seifert and B.D. Wingfield)  
 "A critique of molecular characters used in the taxonomy of Deuteromycetes" 
 
 Smurfit Carton de Colombia, Cali, Colombia, May 1995. 
 "Eucalyptus diseases in Colombia" 
 
 Smurfit Carton de Venezuela, Acarigua, May 1995. 
 "Eucalyptus diseases. An international perspective" 
 
 BOKU, Vienna, Austria.  July 1995. 
 "Ceratocystis and Ophiostoma: Challenges for Entomologists, Plant Pathologists 

and Foresters" 
 
 Norwegian Forest Research Institute (NISK), As, Norway.   
 International Union of Forestry Research Organisations (IUFRO) Working Party 

"Mechanisms and Genetics of Tree Resistance Against Insects".  August 1995. 
 "Do conifer bark beetles require fungi to kill trees?" 
 
 International Union of Forestry Research Organisations (IUFRO) World Congress, 

Tampere, Finland.  August 1995.   
 "Management of Eucalyptus diseases in subtropical areas of South Africa" 
 
 Department of Microbiology and Biochemistry, University of the Orange Free State, 

"Wacky Talks".  October 1995. 
 "Beyond our wildest imagination: the baffling behaviour of bugs" 
 
 South African Institute of Forestry, Weza Forest, Natal.  November 1995. 
 "Getting to grips with blue stain" 
 
 XX International Congress of Entomology, Symposium on Ecology and Management of 

Introduced Arthropod Pests, Fireze, Italy, August 1996. 
 "Pests and diseases of plantation Eucalyptus:  A global perspective" 
 
 CAMCORE Annual Meeting, Indonesia, October 1996. 
 "Diseases and the threat they pose to plantation pines" 
 
 New Zealand Forest Research Institute, November 1996. 
 "Pitch canker, a pine disease of international concern" 
 
 University of Tasmania, November, 1996. 
 “Do bark beetles need fungi to kill trees?” 
 
 Smurfit Carton de Colombia, Cali, Colombia, February 1997. 
 “Diseases of Eucalyptus in Colombia” 
 
 Mexican Tree Planters Association, Mexico City, February 1997. 
 “Diseases of Eucalyptus and their management - an International Perspective” 
 
 INIFAP, Campetche, Mexico, February 1997. 
 “Forest tree diseases: an international perspective” 
 
 P.T. Inti Indorayon Utama, Medan, Sumatera, Indonesia.  April 1997. 
 “Eucalyptus diseases in Sumatera” 
 
 South African Forestry Institute, Cedara, Natal, May 1997. 
 “Tree diseases in the next millennium” 
 
 Australasian Plant Pathology Society, August 1997. 
 “Cryphonectria canker of Eucalyptus” 
 
 IUFRO Symposium on Tree/ Phytophage Interactions, Arcachon France, July 1997. 
 “Cryphonectria canker of Eucalyptus” 
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 Golden Jubilee Meeting of the Indian Phytopathological Society, October 1998. 
 “The threat of tree pathogens to native woody ecosystems” 
 
 Smurfit Carton de Colombia, Cali, May 1998. 
 “Diseases of Pinus and Eucalyptus in Colombia” 
 
 Foundation for Research Development (FRD), 1998 
 “Forest Biotechnology in South Africa” 
 
 Fifth International Plant Pathology Congress, Edinburgh August 1998. 
 “Cryphonectria canker of Eucalyptus” 
 
 Fifth International Congress of Plant Pathology (ICPP), Edinburgh, August 1998 (with 
 Dr. K. Old). 
 “The threat of pathogens to trees in native ecosystems” 
 
 International Symposium on Pine Wilt, Tokyo, October 1998. 
 “Diseases and epidemics in native woody ecosystems” 
 
 Asilomar Pitch Canker IMPACT Symposium, Monterey California, December 1998. 
 “The Pitch Canker Pathogen in South Africa” 
 
 Woodfor Africa Symposium, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, June 1998 
 “Management of forest pathogens in exotic forest plantations” 
 
 International Botanical Congress, St. Louis, Missouri, August 1999. 
 “Invasions of forest fungi” 
  
 Symposium Fundacion Forestal Manuel Durini, Quito, Ecuador, September 1999. 
 “The role of pathogens on Pachaco die-back” 
 
 Annual Meeting of CAMCORE, New Zealand, November 1999. 
 “The role of CAMCORE in reducing the impact of plantation tree diseases” 
 
 Van Der Plank Memorial Lecture, Bio Y2K Congress, Grahamstown, South Africa, 

January 2000. 
 “International spread of tree pathogens” 
 
 IUFRO WORLD CONGRESS, Sub- plenary speaker, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia August 

2000. 
 “Forest fungi and society” 
 
 IUFRO WORLD CONGRESS, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, August 2000. 
 “Associations between fungi and forest insects in South Africa” 
 
 IUFRO World Congress, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, August 2000. 
 “Diseases of black wattle, Acacia mearnsii in South Africa” (Co-author with Dr. J. 

Roux) 
 
 Asian Mycological Society Congress, Hong Kong, September 2000 
 “Sequence or structure? Examples from Cryphonectria and Botryosphaeria” 
 
 British Mycological Society Millennium Symposium on Tropical Fungi Manchester, April 

2000. (Paper presented by B.D. Wingfield) 
 “An African perspective on old world fungi” 
 
 International Entomological Congress, Iguacu Brazil, August 2000 
 (Paper presented by P. Govender) 
 “Associations between insects and pathogens on Eucalyptus in South Africa” 
 
 Australasian Plant Pathology Society, Regional Symposium, Bungendore, November 

2000  
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 “Congruence between sequence data and morphology in Eucalyptus canker 

pathogens” 
 
 Forestry Department, Bhutan, July 2001 together with Dr.T. Kirisits (Austria). 
 "Forest Pathology" 
 
 American Phytopathological Society, Online Virtual Congress, April 2001  
 (With Dr. R. Day, Kenya) 
 "Threats of exotic pests and pathogens to Forests in Africa" 
 
 University of Oregon, Oregon State University and University of Minnesota, May 2001 
 "A pathologist’s view of forests and forestry in South Africa" 
 
 New Zealand Forestry Association, Roturua, New Zealand. April 2002.  
 “Disease prospects for exotic plantation forestry in the tropics and Southern 

Hemisphere” 
 
 Symposium on alien invasive organisms, University of California, Davis. June 2002  
 “The threat of pathogens to plantation forestry” 
 
 Sixth International Mycological Congress, Oslo August 2002. 
 (With M. Marin, T. Kirisits and B. Wingfield) 
 “Molecular, taxonomic and ecological studies separate the bark-beetle associated 

blue-stain fungi Ceratocystis polonica and C. laricicola” 
 
 Wood for Africa Symposium, Hilton, South Africa, July 2002 
 “Future prospects for exotic plantation forestry.  Lessons from pitch canker” 
 
 International Union for Forestry Research Organisations 110 Anniversity Symposium, 

Vienna, October 2002. 
 “Pathogens, Forests and Forestry”  
 
 Asian Mycological Society congress, Kunming, China. November 2002. 
 “Role of conifer bark beetle-associated fungi in tree death” 
 
 Department of Ophthalmology, “Cutting Edge Seminars”, RAU, South Africa, August 

2002. 
 “Van Riebeeck’s curse and the forestry folly of our forefathers” 
 

Daniel McAlpine Memorial Lecture, Australasian Plant Pathology Society and 
International Congress of Plant Pathology, Christchurch, New Zealand.  February 2003. 
 “The role of pathogens in the future of exotic plantation forestry in the tropics 
and southern hemisphere” 

 
New Zealand Forest Industry Workshop on Pine Pitch Canker, Rotorua, New Zealand. 
February 2003. 
"Current status and future prospects for pitch canker. A global perspective" 

 
 Tree Society of South Africa, Johannesburg, March 2004. 
 “Fungal threats to forests” 
 
 Amazonian Network, Santa Cruz, Bolivia.  March 2004. 
 “Forest Tree Diseases in the Tropics.  Poorly understood and highly threatening” 
 
 Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures, Utrecht, Netherlands.  May 2004. 
 “Cryptic species and new tree pathogens in Ceratocystis” 
 
 International Congress of Entomology, Brisbane, Australia.  August 2004. 
 “Fungal associates of conifer infesting bark beetles” 
 
 International Congress of Entomology, Brisbane, Australia.  August 2004. 
 “The impact of diseases in exotic plantation forestry” 
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        Ethel M. Doidge Memorial Lecture, Southern African Society for Plant Pathology, 

Hartenbos, South Africa, January 2005. 
 “Forest pathology and forest pathogens in South Africa.  The past and the future” 
 
        Southern Forest Disease Workshop Invited Keynote Speaker, Louisiana State University, 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, USA.  January 2005. 
 “Leptographium species:  Tree pathogens, bark beetle associates and agents of 

blue stain” 
 
 FOSA, Uruguay.  February 2005. 
 “Diseases of Eucalyptus in Uruguay” 
 
 Obidos, Portugal.  Portuguese Forestry Industry, April 2005. 
 “Diseases of Eucalyptus.  An international perspective” 
 
 Institute for Commercial Forest Research, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, June 2005. 
 “The increasing threat of tree diseases.  Lessons from Cryphonectria canker” 
 
 IUFRO World Congress. Brisbane, Australia. August 2005.  Invited Sub-Plenary Address  
 with Dr. Robert Haack, USDA Forest Service, Michigan, USA. 
 “Invasive pests and pathogens threaten world forests”  
  
 Western Australia Forest Industry Working Group, July 2006. 
 "Eucalypt diseases. An international perspective" 
 
 Murdoch University, Perth Australia, July 2006. 
 "The role of fungi in bark beetle invasions" 
 
 Mediterranean Phytopathological Society Congress, Rhodes, Greece, May 2006. With B. 

Slippers, M. Gryzenhout and B.D. Wingfield. 
 "Anthropogenic fungal tree pathogen host jumps threaten world forests"  
 
 Workshop "Ceratocytis and Ophiostoma: Expanding Frontiers", North Stradbroke Island, 

Brisbane, Australia.  August 2006. 
 "Ceratocystis and Ophiostoma species:  International Movement and Trade 

Issues"  
 
 Eighth International Mycological Congress, Cairns Australia.  August 2006. Invited 

Plenary Lecture. 
 "Forest fungi threaten world forests" 
 
 Annual General Meeting of Forestry South Africa. April 2007. Invited Keynote Lecture. 
 "Pests and diseases threaten South African forest planations” 
 
 IUFRO WP 2.08.03 Meeting “Eucalypts and diversity” Durban, South Africa October 

2007, invited keynote lecture. 
 "Eucalyptus pests and diseases: Growing threats to plantation productivity” 
 
 International Congress of Entomology, Durban, South Africa July 2008, invited 

symposium lecture. 
 "Novel associations between insects, Ophiostomatoid fungi and tree hosts 

following anthropogenic spread” 
 
 Charles Elton Memorial Symposium, Centre for Invasion Biology, University of 

Stelelnbosch, Stellenbosch, South Africa, November 2008. Invited symposium lecture. 
 "50 years of tree pathogens threatening world forests”  
 
 IUFRO/ OECD Forest Biosecurity Meeting, Rotorua, New Zealand, March 2009. Invited 

lecture. 
 "Novel associations between insects, pathogens and trees threaten world forests” 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, University of California, Davis CA, USA.  
 “Novel associations between insects, pathogens and trees threaten world forests” 
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 Australasian Plant Pathology Society Meeting, Newcastle, NSW, Australia, September 

2009, Invited plenary lecture. 
 “Global tree health:  What next?” 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, North Carolina State University, USA, November 2009.  
 “Novel associations between insects, pathogens and trees threaten world forests” 
 
 FAO World Forestry Congress, Buenos Aires, Argentina, October 2009, IUFRO 

Symposium. 
 “Current status and future prosects of IUFRO Division 7 (Tree Health)” 
 
 Autralasian Plant Pathological Society Tree Health satellite meeting, September 2009, 

invited lecture.  
 “Tree pathology lessons from pitch canker” 
 
 Department of Plant Pathology, University of California, Davis CA, USA, November 2009, 

invited lecture.  
 “Novel associations between insects, pathogens and trees threaten world forests” 
 
 IUFRO WORLD CONGRESS, Seoul, Korea, August 2010, invited symposium 

presentation representing Division 7 (Tree Health). 
 “Air pollution, climate change, diseases and insect pests: future prospects”  
 
 Symposium on Acacia species growing as non-natives, Stellebosch, South Africa, 

October 2010, invited lecture. 
 “Insect pests and pathogens of Australian Acacia species grown as non-natives – 

an experiment in biogeography with far reaching consequences” 
 
 South African Association of Botanists Annual Congress, Rhodes, University, 

Grahamstown, January 2011, invited plenary lecture. 
 “Global tree health:  What next?” 
 
 University of Helsinki, Finland, March 2011, invited faculty lecture. 
 “Global tree health:  What next?” 
 
 Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures “One fungus = one name” Symposium. 

Amsterdam, Netherlands, April 2011. invited introductory keynote lecture. 
 “One fungus WHICH name:  Examples from Letographium and Ceratocystis” 
 
 IUFRO WP 7.2.02  symposium, Palencia, Spain, May 2011, invited plenary lecture. 
 “Global Change and Tree Diseases:  New threats, new strategies” 
 
 American Phytopahological Society Annual Meeting, Forest Pathology Symposium, 

Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, August 2011, invited symposium lecture. 
 “Diseases of tropical Eucalypts:  Threats to a critically valuable forestry resource” 
 
 IUFRO DIVISION 7.2 (pathology) and DIVISION 7.3 (entomology) symposium, Uruguay, 

November 2011, invited introductory lecture. 
 “IUFRO and opportunities to promote global tree health” 
 
 IUFRO WP MEETING, EUCALYPTUS IMPROVEMENT, BAHIA, Brazil, November, 

2011, invited keynote lecture. 
 “Established and new technologies to minimize increasing pest and pathogen 

damage to Eucalyptus plantations” 
 
 South African Institute of Forestry, Biennial Symposium, Hilton College, Hilton, South 

Africa.  July 2012. Invited plenary lecture.   
 “Global tree health:  A South African perspective” 
 
 Faculty of Forestry, University of British Colombia, Vancouver Canada, November 2012, 

public lecture. 
 “Global tree health:  Can we rise above the gathering storm?” 
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 East Africa Regional Tree Improvement Conference, Nairobi, Kenya, February 2013, 

Invited keynote lecture. 
 “Opportunities for collaborative research in Africa:  A tree-health example” 
 

Drivers, Mechanisms & Impacts of Insect Invasions Workshop, Stellenbosch, South 
Africa, 24-24 November 2014. Invited speaker. “Tree pathogens as drivers of insect 
invaders.” 
 
SASPP 2015. The 49th Congress of the Southern African Society for Plant Pathology, 
Bloemfontein, South Africa, January 2015. Invited keynote speaker. “Global tree health: 
New developments and emerging challenges.” 
 
IUFRO Eucalypt Conference 2015. Zhanjiang City, Guangdong, China, 21-24 October. 
Invited speaker. “Pests and diseases threaten worldwide Eucalyptus forestry”. 

 
IUFRO Task Force on Forest Invasions July, 2016. Shepherdstown, West Virginia.  
USA. “`Novel insect-pathogen-host associations in the Ophiostomatoid fungi:  
Current status, future prospects”. 
 
IUFRO Task Force on Forest Invasions July, 2016. Shepherdstown, West Virginia. USA. 
Invited Plenary Speaker.  Biological invasions of Forest Ecosystems: The ‘big” 
picture”  . 
 
Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures (CBS), Symposium, April 2016. Utrecht, 
Netherlands.  “Fungal tree diseases: Can we rise above the gathering storm?” 
 
Spanish Phytopathological Society, September 2016. Palencia, Spain. 
“Global tree health: New developments and emerging challenges.” 
 
Seventh Forest Science Symposium, July 2017, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. 
“Planation tree health: Increasingly threatened by pests and pathogens” 
 
Symposium on Ips Typographus, March 2017. Bavaria Spain. Public lecture. 
“Can we win the battle agains invasive forest pests?” 
 
University of Minnesota, Invited lecture on the foraward ceremony, St Paul, Minnesota. 
May 2017. 
“Global forest health:  Can we win the battle against forest pests” 

 
International Research Group on Wood Protection Congress, April 2018. Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 
“Pests and pathogens threaten the sustainability of plantation forestry: A call for 
a global strategy”  
 
International Mycological Congress, August 2018. Puerto Rico, USA 
“Fungal species limits:  A global tree health perspective”. 
 
International Congress of Plant Pathology, August 2018. Boston, USA. 
“Planted forest health: The need for a global strategy” 
 
IUFRO Working Party on Eucalyptus. September 2018. Montpellier, France. 
“Eucalyptus pests: Expanding frontiers” 
 
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida USA, IFAS/SFRC John Gray Memorial Lecture, 
February 2019. 
“Global tree health:  Can we win the battle against invasive pests and diseases?” 
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Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, South Africa.  UN International Day of 
Forests Symposium, July 2019. 
“Forest health and the importance of IUFRO” 
 
Internation Forestry Students Association (IFSA) Symposium, Tallin, Estonia, July 2019.  
Repeated for IFSA South African Region al Meeting, George, June 2019.  
“Future of plantation forestry:  Musings on strong inference and global research 
co-operation” 

 
FAO Webinar: Forest invasive species: The next global pandemic.July 2020. 
“Tree health in the International Year of Plant Health:  What we can learn from the 
SARS CoV-2 Pandemic” 
 
World Fungus Day, October 2021 
“The biology and beauty of unusual arthropod-associated fungi inhabiting ancient 
flowers at the tip of Africa” 
 
National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) Discussion Forum for the International 
Year of Plant Health, June 2021. 
“A global perspective on tree health: Celebrating the United Nations 2020 
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