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2018 – 2020 National Research Foundation: Freestanding PhD bursary 

2018 - Current University of Pretoria: Postgraduate bursary (PhD) 

2018 Forestry and Agricultural Biotechnology Institute: Mentorship award 

2018 Mycological Society of America: Mentorship student travel award 

2018 University of Pretoria: Merit certificate for academics for MSc: Microbiology 

2018 South African Association of Botanists (SAAB) Conference: Best student lightning oral presentation 

2016 - 2017 University of Pretoria: Postgraduate bursary (MSc) 

2017 National Research Foundation: Scarce skills bursary linked travel award 

2016 - 2017 National Research Foundation: Scarce skills masters bursary 

2016 – 2021 South African Society for Plant Pathology (SASPP) 

2020 Mycological Society of America (MSA) 

2018 - 2019 FABI Social Club 

2018 South African Association of Botanists (SAAB) 

2018 African Mycological Association (AMA) 

2017 - Present South African Society for Systematic Biology (SASSB) 

2017 Mycological Society of America (MSA) 

2016 – 2017 FABI Social Club 
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Research Techniques Molecular techniques: 

DNA & RNA extraction; PCR; Agarose Gel Electrophoresis; Sanger Sequencing; Basic and 

advanced phylogenetics. 

Bioinformatics techniques: 

De Novo genome assembly; Genome Annotation; Gene mining and Identification; 

Phylogenomics; Primer design. 

Mycological techniques: 

Primary fungal isolation; Culture purification and maintenance; Single spore techniques; Mating 

studies; Co-culture studies; Species identification and description. 

Microscopy techniques: 

Cleaning and maintenance; Advanced stereo, light, DIC, and phase contrast microscopy; 

Familiar with multiple different software platforms; Microscopy instruction to users. 

Entomology techniques: 

Collection, handling and storage of insect specimens; Destructive vs. non-destructive DNA 

extraction methods; Basic identification. 

Teaching & Tutoring 2016 – current: Second year Microbiology (MBY251 & MBY 261) 

2018 – 2020: Honours techniques course 

2015: First year Microbiology (MBY 161) 

Workshops Attended 2018: Metagenomics/meta-transcriptomics Workshop 

2017: GATK Workshop  

2016: FABI Advanced Phylogenetics Workshop 

2016: Microsatellite Workshop 

Other  September 2021 – current: Post-Doc representative on FABI managing committee  

2017 – Current: Lab Manager 

2021: Contributor to CABI invasive species compendium datasheet on Berkeleyomyces basicola 

2016 – 2020: FABI work experience programme 

2019: Assisted and participated in NST/NRF bark beetle blitz workshop (Hosted by FABI)  

2019: Fusarium inoculation and pathogenicity trials 

OTHER RELEVANT EXPERIENCE 



2017 – 2019: Chaperone (Local and International guests during FABI events) 

2018: Mentor in the Centre of Excellence in Tree Health Biotechnology (CTHB) mentorship 

program at FABI 

2018: Assisted with Polyphagous shot hole borer workshop (hosted by FABI/CABI) 

2017: Ceratocystis fimbriata Genome annotation jamboree 

2014: Mentorship student in the Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology 
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