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Education
1994

BSc, University of the Free State, South Africa
1995

BSc Hons, University of the Free State, South Africa 

1998

MSc, University of the Free State, South Africa
2003
PhD, Plant Pathology, University of Pretoria, South Africa
Academic positions
2003-2005  
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden
2005-2008   

Senior Lecturer, Department of Genetics, University of Pretoria, South Africa 
2009-2012
Associate Professor, Department of Genetics, University of Pretoria, South Africa
Since 2013
Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Genetics and Microbiology, University of Pretoria, South Africa
2014-2019
Founding Director, Future Africa Platform, University of Pretoria, South Africa
Since 2018
Director, Forestry and Agricultural Biotechnology Institute, University of Pretoria, South Africa
2019-2023
Innovation Africa @UP Platform, University of Pretoria, South Africa
Fellowships and Awards

1999

Andries Brink-Sasol Prize for best M.Sc. dissertation in Microbiology

1999

S2A3 Billiton Bronze Medal for best M.Sc. dissertation at the University of the Free State 

2000

Junior Captain Scott Medal for the best dissertation at an South African University (Academy for Science and Art – Biological Sciences) 

1999-2002
Mellon Foundation Award - Mellon postgraduate mentoring programme, administered by the University of Pretoria and funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, USA. 

2003

Skye Foundation, South Africa - Postdoctoral funding for study at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences. 

2003-2004
Postdoctoral support 2003-2004 from the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

2005

International Union of Forestry Research Organisation (IUFRO) - Award for Outstanding Doctoral research.
2008/9, 2013
University of Pretoria, Exceptional Young Researcher award, Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences. 

2009

Young Scientist, amongst 60 selected by the Inter Academy Panel on international issues to attend the Annual meeting of the New Champions, World Economic Forum, Dalian, China.
2009

Academy of Science of the Developing World (TWAS) Young Affiliate

2010

Southern African Association for the Advancement of Science (S2A3) British Association Medal (Silver) for scientific excellence to a South African scientist under the age of 40 (2010).

2011

Young Scientist Mentor, invited by the Inter Academy Panel, at the Annual meeting of the New Champions, World Economic Forum, Dalian, China.
2011

Inaugural AU TWAS Young Scientist national award .
2013

Inaugural JE Vanderplank award from Southern African Society of Plant Pathology.

2016

Elected member of the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf).

2016

University of Pretoria Chancellors’ medal, highest award for research


excellence.

2018

Highly Cited Researcher, top 1% cited researchers in the field of Plant & Animal Science, Clarivate Analytics.

2018

South African Institute of Forestry, Continuous Service Excellence Award.

2020

Havenga Prize for Life Sciences from the Academy for Science and Art.

2021

Elected as fellow of the Royal Society of South Africa.

2022 
Christiaan Hendrik Persoon Gold Medal from the Southern African Society of Plant Pathology, the highest award of the Society in recognition of a world leader in Plant Pathology.
2024
National Science and Technology Forum of South Africa (NSTF) – South32 Awards, Winner in the Research and Innovation Management Category.
2025
Selected as one of the Vice-Presidents of the International Congress of Plant Pathology 2028 (ICPP2028) on the Gold Coast in Queensland, Australia.
2025
Humboldt Research Award from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Germany. 
Activities in the Research System 

Bernard’s research focuses on the ecology and evolution of insects and micro-organisms that affect plant health, and the development of precision pest management tools to mitigate their impact. He uses an interdisciplinary approach, including genetic, genomic and chemical tools to characterise global patterns of spread of invasive tree pests and pathogens, as well as their population dynamics, communication systems and mating strategies. He has made important contributions to understanding structure and diversity in plant-associated fungi and insects, ranging from population levels to species and communities. This work has led to the discovery of new plant pathogens and pest species, and has contributed to the development of chemical, digital and biological tools for their management. 

Bernard has been an editor of leading international journals Plant Pathology and Fungal Ecology. He has likewise been a “Special Issue Editor” for Fungal Biology, Studies in Mycology and Fungal and he has reviewed papers for more than 30 other journals in his research field. He is a regular contributor to national and international congresses having delivered invited talks at international conferences, workshops or at research institutions on a number of occasions across Asia, Europe, the USA and Canada, and South America, as well as at many national conferences. These include keynote addresses. He serves or has served regularly as the organizer of workshops or conferences, nationally and internationally.

Bernard is passionate about science development. He is a founding member of the Global Young Academy (GYA) and the South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS). He has served in the leadership of these organizations, including as co-chair of the GYA. He has also initiated and led the Africa Science Leadership Programme. Bernard is an elected young affiliate of the Academy of Science of the Developing World (TWAS), a member of the Academy of Science of South Africa and fellow of the Royal Society of South Africa. He is a member of several academic societies in his field of research. 

Bernard has supervised 41 MSc by research dissertation postgraduate students, 39 PhD students and 19 Postdoctoral Fellows at the University of Pretoria. He currently supervises 14 postgraduate students. 

Ten selected Publications
Slippers B, Wingfield MJ. 2007. Botryosphaeriaceae as endophytes and latent pathogens of woody plants: diversity, ecology and impact. Fungal Biology Reviews 21, 90-106.

Vivas M, Kemler M, Slippers B. 2015. Maternal effects on tree phenotypes: considering the microbiome. Trends in Plant Science 20, 541-544.

Wingfield MJ, Brockerhoff EG, Wingfield BD, Slippers B. 2015. Planted forest health: The need for a global strategy. Science 349, 832-836.

Vivas M, Kemler M, Mphahlele MM, Wingfield MJ, Slippers B. 2017. Maternal effects on phenotype, resistance and the structuring of fungal communities in Eucalyptus grandis. Environmental and Experimental Botany 140, 120-127.

Naidoo S, Slippers B, Plett JM, Coles D, Oates CN. 2019. The road to resistance in forest trees. Frontiers in Plant Science 10, 273. 

Messal M, Slippers B, Naidoo S, Bezuidt O, Kemler M. 2019. Active fungal communities in asymptomatic Eucalyptus grandis stems differ between a susceptible and resistant clone. Microorganisms 7, 375. 

Nagel J, Wingfield M, Slippers B. 2021. Increased abundance of secreted hydrolytic enzymes and secondary metabolite gene clusters define the genomes of latent pathogens in the Botryosphaeriaceae. BMC Genomics 22: 1-24. 

Messal M, Vivas M, Kemler M, Begerow D, Brachmann A, Witfeld F, Naidoo S, Slippers B. 2022. Fungal communities of Eucalyptus grandis leaves are influenced by the insect pest Leptocybe invasa. Frontiers in Microbiology 13, 841621.

Harris MA, Slippers B, Kemler M, Greve M. 2023. Opportunities for diversified usage of metabarcoding data for fungal biogeography through increased metadata quality. Fungal Biology Reviews 46, 100329.
Tanney JB, Kemler M, Vivas M, Wingfield MJ, Slippers B. 2025. Silent invaders: the hidden threat of asymptomatic phytobiomes to forest biosecurity. New Phytologist 247, 533-545.
2

