



































DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC AND FIELD EXTENSION

TPCP/CTHB Diagnostic Clinic 2010

The Soccer World cup year kicked off with numerous
pine samples to test for the presence of the pine pitch
canker pathogen, Fusarium circinatum. Between
January and September the clinic received 1522
samples, of which the majority (83%) were F
circinatum related.  Fusarium circinatum clearly
continues to be the single most important pathogen of

Pines in South Africa. Many of the Pine samples
received at the clinic during 2010 were either
alternate pine species (as opposed to P patula) or
hybrids, and were often trial material. This
emphasizes the concerted effort being made by tree
breeders made to control and manage the pathogen
and minimize its effect on the industry.

Total number of samples received from January - September 2010
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Members of the TPCP and CTHB programmes
benefit in numerous ways. Apart from providing a
diagnostic clinic the teams also provides access to the
most recent research findings. Through the vast
network of scientists and foresters that the teams
have, the South African industry also has access to the
most recent experiences and advances internationally
in dealing with tree health issues. The collaborative
(team) model of the programmes provides substantial

synergy and support to projects that would normally
have taken much longer. An important component of
the TPCP and CTHB programmes is our extension
activities, allowing us to share this information with
foresters and farmers. The extension programme also
provides a valuable back-up to the diagnostic clinic and
serves as an important part of the CONTINUE
monitoring activities of the industry. 'k
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